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Investing for the Future - Dave Bull

In 1925 the land that we now know as 
Higginson Park was the privately-owned 

garden of Court Garden House.  In that 
year, the house was put up for sale.  A local 
group of residents organised an appeal, 
which raised the funds necessary to buy the 
land.  The estate was passed to Sir George 
Higginson, who then presented it to the 
people of Marlow and it became known as 
Higginson Park.  For nearly 100 years the 
residents of this town have had cause to 
give thanks for the foresight, sacrifice and 
generosity of that group of residents.

There is something very inspiring about 
people who make personal sacrifices for 
benefits they will not themselves enjoy.  It 
is a glorious way to live.  At the annual 
Remembrance Day ceremony, we gave 
thanks for those who sacrificed their lives 
for the benefit of a free society for us.  On 
a smaller scale, we are inspired by school 
teachers who daily invest in the lives of 
children - most of whom they will never know 
as adults.  Whenever we come to our church 
building, we may be grateful to those who 
first purchased a plot of land next to the river 
and all those who paid for the construction of 
our church building (and its predecessors), 
which has allowed a permanent Christian 
community to flourish here for a millennium.  
We should give thanks for the farsighted 
Victorians who set up and endowed our two 
church schools Holy Trinity and Sandygate, 
which still today are providing an outstanding 
education to hundreds of children.  Strategic 
and sacrificial gifts secure a better future for 
generations to come.

A selfless gift for others’ tomorrows
The Christian faith gives us the pre-eminent 
example of a selfless gift for the sake of 
others’ tomorrows.  In Jesus Christ, we see 
God giving himself - even to death on the 
cross - in order to secure for us peace with 
God and life in all its fullness.  When we 
look at the cross of Christ we see the Son of 

God laying down his life for others.  During 
the Advent season we prepare ourselves to 
respond to this gift of God Himself. When we 
grasp what this gift has bought for us, the 
only right response is gratitude.  

There is no need for today’s Marlovians to 
raise funds to buy Higginson Park - it has 
already been given to us and our appropriate 
response is simply to be grateful and to put 
the gift of the park to good use.  In the same 
way, it is unnecessary and pointless for us to 
try to gain God’s favour for what he has given 
us through the life, death and resurrection of 
Jesus.  The only right response is to put the 
gift of our lives to good use by turning to God 
and following in his way.

The adventure of living
When Jesus called the first of the disciples 
to follow him, they cannot have imagined 
what they were getting themselves into.  
Following Jesus became for them the most 
extraordinary adventure of their lives.  The 
same can be true for us today. Over the last 
few years, we have been on an extraordinary 
journey as we follow Jesus together at All 
Saints Marlow.  We have seen an explosion 
of new life in all kinds of different ways.  God 
is building a community that will bless people 
across our town - and many others too.

Almost all of this new life has involved 
people giving sacrificially of their todays in 
order to give a better tomorrow to others.  
Here are just a few examples.  We have just 
seen a team return from a week in Romania 
where they were serving communities of 
travellers.  The Marlow Refugee Action 
Group exists to create a better tomorrow for 
today’s refugees.  The rucksack appeal for 
Sierra Leone.  The Maasai Warrior concert.  
The cardboard box sleep out for Wycombe 
Homeless Connection.  The food deposited 
in the One Can Trust collection bin.  
Sponsoring children in Tanzania through 
Compassion UK.  The Christingle Service in 



aid of The Children’s Society.  Christian Aid 
Week.  The London Run.  Countless hidden 
acts of service and volunteering.  Secret 
giving of money and prayers.  Each of these 
is an opportunity to make a difference in the 
lives of others for years to come.

What should we invest in?
We have the chance to invest ourselves for 
the future generations here in Marlow.   As 
regular members of the church will know, 
we are currently considering a big, new 
opportunity to bless future generations in 
Marlow.  The old Holy Trinity Church building 
on Wethered Road is up for sale and we 
are considering whether to attempt to bring 
it back into church ownership.  The building 
has been beautifully converted into modern 
offices and large meeting spaces.  We 
consider that it might be a suitable base for 
the next phase of the growth of the church 
in Marlow.  

Our vision is to bring God’s extraordinary 
love into the lives of more and more ordinary 
Marlow people.  As I write this article, we 
are in the middle of a week of prayer and 
fasting to seek God’s guidance for the way 

ahead and specifically whether the Holy 
Trinity Church building should play a part in 
this vision.  

Please join us in praying for the growth 
of God’s kingdom here in Marlow and 
beyond - and that we would continue to be 
a community overflowing with gratitude for 
God’s super-abundant gift to us in Jesus.  
Please play your part - committing whatever 
you can of your time, money and prayers 
to seeing this vision become a reality.  May 
we live such generous lives today that, 100 
years from now, people will give thanks for 
today’s church family at All Saints Marlow.  
Happy advent!  Dave.

About 90 people gathered for a hugely 
enjoyable and delicious Harvest 

Supper at Newfield Community Church. 
After deducting expenses, the proceeds 
amounted to £333.

The café/bar at Marlow Rowing Club was full 
to capacity for a forum arranged to help build 
positive links across different faiths. The 
speakers were Venerable Jonathan Chaffey 
(RAF Chaplain in Chief) and Rabbi Jonathan 
Romain of Maidenhead Synagogue, and the 
meeting was chaired by Sir Alastair Norris. 
Paddy Gallagher, who arranged the evening, 
is hoping to invite an Imam and a Hindu priest 
to join in similar discussions in the future.

A children’s Light party was held at Newfield 

Community Church in October, and a youth 
‘Silent Disco’ at the Marlow Youth Centre 
in November. The leaders of children and 
youth work in different churches got together 
to arrange these events.

The AGM and Celebration that usually takes 
place in November has been postponed, 
and will now be held at Great Marlow 
School Sixth Form Centre on Sunday 21st 
January, as part of the the Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity. The Unity Supper will be 
held at St Peter’s School on Tuesday 23rd 
January, and midday meetings will be held at 
Marlow Methodist Church during the rest of 
the Week of Prayer. Arrangements will also 
be made to celebrate Pancake Day and to 
form ecumenical Lent Study Groups.

Churches Together in Marlow - Tony Threlfall



Choir Tour to Erfurt, Germany - Martin Seymour

the historical period we were involved in 
celebrating, was a great privilege. 

With an early morning flight necessitating 
the coach leaving the church at 5.30am 
everyone was instructed to have an early 
night but even so it proved to be a long day. 
The short flight of around 1½ hours was then 
followed by a bus journey of about three 
taking us from Frankfurt to the capital of the 
Thuringia district, Erfurt. This had been in 
East Germany before the Berlin wall came 
down and the area had been relatively 
untouched during WW2 as it wasn’t a centre 
for industry. Instead a lot of the medieval 
buildings still exist including the merchant’s 
bridge full of shops just as London Bridge 
would have been centuries ago. Although 
I doubt London Bridge had a famous ice 
cream shop which still has huge queues 
outside it!

Our youth hostel where we were based was, 
as you would expect, clean and modern 
with efficient friendly staff making our stay 
very pleasant. Everyone had to make their 
own packed lunch which had the benefit of 
making sure the choristers were going to 
eat it as that’s what they had chosen! During 
our time there the weather was mainly dry 
if a little chilly but this was much better 
than Germany had been experiencing. The 
weather throughout the spring and summer 
had been disappointing by all accounts. 
  
On the Saturday after being shown around 
the baroque fortress above the town with 
its listening tunnels, we had some free time 
to explore the very quiet streets of the city 
being ever mindful of trams. We met up 
later in the afternoon to rehearse and sing 
a service of light in the Augustinerkloster, a 
working Protestant monastery and retreat 
centre where Martin Luther had been 
a monk. The service was conducted in 
German and English, (sometimes at the 
same time!) and we had our first taste of the 

To tie the voluminous sound to the good 
acoustics of the church alone would be 

to insult the singers.  Without any assistance 
from technical sound equipment, they 
filled the interior of this large house of God 
right up to the rafters with their voices.  
They showed once again that the human 
voice belongs among the most beautiful 
of musical instruments. Minister Thomas 
Perlick formulated it as follows: “Our souls 
and Heaven are often very close together.  
For this reason I believe in immortality.  In 
such important moments of music - like this 
evening - our souls are touched and is this 
way, so is Heaven.” With these words, a 
unique evening came to an end. This was 
part of the translated write-up in the local 
press of our final concert of the tour and 
sums up why we do it and what a special six 
days it proved to be. 

Over half term I took thirty-six girls and 
boys plus men and support staff to Erfurt 
in Germany to sing services and concerts 
towards the end of the Martin Luther 
anniversary year. Singing and being part of 
those celebrations and learning a little about 



gorgeous resonant buildings that we were to 
enjoy during our stay. 

Indeed, the following morning when we sang 
high mass at Erfurt Cathedral the acoustic 
was even more swirling. As all of our pieces 
had to be unaccompanied due to the organ 
being at one end of the building and us 
behind the nave altar. I had written a Kyrie 
especially for the occasion. Music by Gjello 
and Victoria as well as Byrd also featured.  
When the Bishop thanked us for our 
contribution to the service the congregation 
gave us a spontaneous round of applause 
and the young organist was also very keen 
to praise our standard of singing. 

A short time followed for a packed lunch and 
we were off on our coach to Gotha about half 
an hour’s drive. Here at the royal palace, we 
were given a guided tour around the 250 
year old building, having to wear big floppy 
slippers over our shoes to protect the floor. 
It was a bit like a scene from the 1970’s TV 
programme ‘It’s a knockout’! 

However, some of their treasures were 
stunning and the castle still has its original 
theatre which is used for three months of the 
year. Complete with its underfloor scenery 
changing mechanism (which looks like 
something out of a tall ship) it requires seven 
people simultaneously to operate it. Our 
concert in the royal chapel was well received 
by an appreciative audience which was a 
general feature of the whole tour. Jeremy 
and Jake our counter-tenors sang from the 
balcony either side of the organ high above 
the altar. Rhidian was doing a super job 
aided by Sarah of dealing with some unusual 
instruments, with very little time to practice. 
Many of the organs there traditionally have 
a straight pedal board (which the organist’s 
feet plays) as opposed to the radiating 
system we have by and large adopted in this 
country. 

Monday dawned dry. As this was our day 
off the choristers took the tram to the zoo, 
allowing time for the gentlemen to explore 
elsewhere. Many went to Weimar or Leipzig 



on J. S. Bach pilgrimages enjoying some 
special places of great historical renown and 
importance. Travelling in our well-rehearsed 
designated groups we didn’t leave anyone 
behind at the zoo before meeting up in the 
evening to eat at a Pizzeria in central Erfurt. 
This proved popular for the choristers if 
somewhat of a logistical challenge for the 
staff, with endless Margherita pizzas.  

Tuesday was another singing day.  A short 
coach journey to a typical market town of 
Arnstadt saw us visiting and performing in 
one of Germany’s most important churches. It 
was here that J. S. Bach held his first position 
aged eighteen playing at the church and 
teaching at the local school, which he didn’t 
really take to. There is a large bronze statue 
in the market square of a rather recalcitrant 
youth capturing quite accurately I fear, a 
highly talented yet rather unconventional 
adolescent. However, we were treated for a 
short time to hear the instrument he played 
high up in the second balcony. Crowding 
round the Director of Music, he demonstrated 
the instrument. About 30% of the instrument 
is original and he took out one of the pipes 
to show us holding it in gloves to protect 
it from oxidization. It also was a stop that 
creates sounds of bells and a nightingale. 
You can see this in our video on the choir’s 
Facebook page - https://en-gb.facebook.
com/ASMChoirs/

Following our well received concert including 
Handel’s ‘And the glory of the Lord’ we 

decamped for hot food. The gentlemen of the 
choir had been booked in to a restaurant that 
used to be the meeting place for the whole 
extensive Bach clan at least once a year and 
the memorabilia on the walls reflected this. 
Yet another part of history. The German food 
is very rustic and hearty often featuring lots 
of meat and dumplings. The latter are made 
out of potatoes and have a somewhat elastic 
quality looking like a bath bomb you would 
buy from Lush. Luckily they didn’t taste like a 
luxury bathroom item!

After lunch we travelled an hour or so south 
to another smaller market town famous for 
its pottery, Romhild. Meeting up with Marina, 
the English and music teacher, we had a 
tour of the local secondary school which 
we thoroughly enjoyed. It was amazing how 
clean it was with a mix of the old and new 
and part of it had been turned into a museum 
complete with old desks and inkwells. It 
was also interesting to see some of the text 
books from the communist era. 

A short walk to the church revealed yet 
another large building for a small town. 
Typically, the organ was high up in a balcony 
at the back with various signals being 
relayed between me and Sarah to Rhidian at 
the keys. The locals turned out in force and 
it was great to share the concert with some 
of the pupils from the school who we hope 
might do a return visit next year. Far from 
being a lack lustre affair the last concert of 



our tour was one of our best as described 
by the opening paragraph and made a fitting 
end to our singing activities.

Our travelling home day was punctuated 
by a stop in Eisenach at the Bach Hause 
museum. This was the very house were J. 
S. Bach was born and has been faithfully 
recreated and extended having survived 
damage in the 1940’s. The curator gave 
us a thirty-minute mini concert on period 
keyboard instruments with pieces short and 
engaging enough to keep the interest of 
even the youngest choristers. Arthur even 
had to pump the bellows of a chamber organ 
for a while. A further guided tour round the 
house and then time in listening pod chairs 
and more interactive listening stations 
ensued. Eating packed lunches outside, 
then followed the longer drive back to the 
airport which saw us finally arrive safe and 
sound back in Marlow at 11.15pm. Everyone 
felt (as had been for our Budapest trip) that 
a very special bond had been created not 
only between ourselves but those who we 
visited and sang for too. Music is a universal 
language and can touch those across all 
borders. 

There are many people to thank and too 
many to list here but the chaperones did 

an amazing job as did Rhidian and Sarah. 
Special mention should go however to Jo 
Wetenhall and Leonie too for their translation 
work and last but by no means least, Marco 
Lemme. 

Marco did much of the arranging on my 
behalf behind the scenes and we certainly 
wouldn’t have been able to do this trip without 
his help. So thank you to him and all of you 
who supported our efforts by donations and 
sponsorship. I hope I’ve managed to impart 
some of what we experienced and what it 
meant to us and those who came to listen. 
Where next? Hmmm ... Estonia and Latvia 
possibly in 2019? 

Congratulations!

On Saturday Nov 11th seven out of our eight 
successful choristers sang with Christchurch 
Cathedral choir at their Bishops Chorister 
awards service in Oxford. Sammy was 
singing a solo in Berstein’s Chichester 
Psalms. Well done to Hannah, Jade, Issy, 
Louis, Daniel, Max, Arthur and Sammy. 

This is a big achievement for them which has 
taken dedication and hard work with some of 
the above receiving commended and highly 
commended on their mark sheets!



We have a bunch of wonderful youth 
volunteers and each area we are 

involved in is looking healthy, so thank you 
so much to those who have stepped forward 
to help and for all of the prayers. 

We launched Game On at the beginning of 
the academic year.  So far we have had a 
core regular group come along and a lot of 
fun.  We’ve had a Bake Off, pizza making, 
lots of craft, computer games, Bonfire Meet 
and a Children in Need Onesie/DVD night, to 
name but a few. We have also just introduced 
a fortnightly small group time, which we are 
still tweaking at present.  Please pray we get 
the word out about this and see more young 
people come along.  

We are still going into Borlase each 
Wednesday for the Doughnut Club and 
have seen a large increase in the number 
attending and regularly get around 15 youth.  
It’s a wonderful opportunity to have some 
fun, some doughnuts (of course) and to learn 
more about Jesus.  It would be wonderful 
to do more but as always time is a limiting 
factor, so prayer for that would be great. 
The Youth Council have been amazing at 
helping build our youth work and continue to 
be a great steering group that inputs into the 
decisions we make.  So a big thank you to 
them for speaking up and giving their time.  
The Breakfast Club, has been a great place 
for the youth to hang out and just get to know 
one another a little more.  If there are any 
young people who have not been down to 
the crypt for this, please do come along.  

Kirsty has been running a small group at her 
home, C.A.K.E with God and this has proved 
to be really popular.  It is a great chance for 
the girls who attend to learn more about their 
faith and grow in their friendships. 
 
If you are interested in the Youth Band, Gill 
would love to hear from you.  We are really 
lacking in Year 8 and above and you would 
get to lead worship at the 10:59 service 
about every other month.  How cool is that!
Our inter church youth ‘Unity’ has had a 
struggling start but we have had two social 
events, RUSH & SILENT DISCO, and in a 
few weeks we will be heavily involved in the 
Informal Christmas Carol Service. If there 
are any youth or parents not on our email 
list, please do email me (helen.godwin@4u-
team.org) as there is so much good stuff 
happening and we would love to keep you 
updated.  We also have a youth Facebook 
page and will soon be setting up Instagram! 

Please do be praying for our youth work, it 
feels like there is so much opportunity and 
not enough hours.  Also, we have some 
great regular events but we now need to get 
the word out there.  We would also love to 
encourage youth on the edge to put at least 
one God related event into their week which 
can help them in their faith journey.  

Thank you so much for all of the prayers, 
to the wonderful youth team who serve 
so generously, the encouragements, the 
fabulous youth and all the practical help from 
people, it has been a massive blessing.  

Youth Work @ All Saints Marlow - Helen Godwin

Meet Alex Nungu 
Alex is the new Youth Intern at Marlow and Marlow Bottom, and is 
originally from North London. He is involved in school clubs at Borlase and 
Burford, as well as Game On and Connect 6 at All Saints and Lantern Youth 
in Marlow Bottom. When he’s not doing anything in the church or with the 
youth he enjoys playing basketball and video games. Jesus has played a 
big role in his life, always keeping him safe and guiding him through life. 
He thoroughly enjoys working with young people, as seeing them having 
fun and growing closer to God really inspires him.



I don’t know if you’ve ever stopped to think 
about why we sing in church, or why we 

sing at all for that matter. There is a lot of 
historical evidence that people have always 
sung. Christians have sung since before 
they were even called ‘Christians’; and there 
are many songs noted throughout the Bible 
in both the Old and New Testaments. 

If you want to look some up, check out 
Moses and Miriam’s song in Exodus 15, or 
Mary’s song in Luke 1 that became known 
as the Magnificat, which is still sung today in 
churches all around the world. 

Primarily, we sing for God. The songs we 
sing in church should glorify Him and lift up 
His name. This isn’t because God is insecure 
and needs us to prop up His fragile ego. God 
knows that He made us humans to worship; 
and the truth is that if we aren’t worshipping 
Him, we will worship something else. We 
might not think that this is true; but when 
we start to think about worship, meaning 
ascribing worth to something, we can see 
that whatever dominates our priorities gains 
our worship. 

Of course, there are other ways to worship 
that aren’t singing: giving, serving, dancing 
and praying can all be forms of worship. 
Within singing there is also plenty of room for 
diversity; in Colossians 2 Paul encourages 
the singing of ‘Psalms, hymns and spiritual 
songs’. We could discuss exactly what 
he meant by these terms, but the primary 
message is that there’s room for differing 
styles.  

As we worship, we put our priorities back in 
their proper alignment. As we put God first, 
the rest of our life begins to fall into its proper 
place. This is the genius of worship; we do it 
for God - but it also has great benefits for us.

As we worship, it changes our minds. As 
we sing through songs containing scripture 

and God’s truth, it changes how we think. 
We remember bits of the Bible that we have 
sung and God can bring them to mind when 
we most need to know that truth. Sometimes 
as we sing, we repeat phrases over and 
over: this is a form of meditation, as we 
spend time thinking about the same truth 
and it sinks in better. 

As we worship, it changes our hearts. As 
we sing, we can become aware of how God 
feels about us. We know that we are loved 
and welcomed by the King of kings and this 
truth should profoundly change us. As we 
get our needs for acceptance, security and 
significance met by God, we become more 
able to have healthy relationships with other 
human beings.

As we worship, it changes our lives. We 
need to live our lives in the light of the truths 
that we sing. So for example, if on Sunday 
we sing the truth from Romans that if God is 
for us, who can be against us; on Monday, 
we can go into a difficult meeting knowing 
that God is for us, fighting our battles and 
will help us. 

Singing together is also a fantastic unifier. 
You only have to go to a football or rugby 
match to see this in action. As the team’s 
supporters sing together it unites them. We 
sing together for a much more glorious cause 
(sorry sports fans!), so our singing together 
should unite us as we remember that what 
we have in common is so much greater than 
that which might divide us.

So when you sing, lift up your voice to God, 
knowing that it will do you good. Don’t worry 
too much about what you sound like; I like to 
think our praises join in with the eternal song 
in heaven, and that must mean we sound 
pretty awesome.

Why do we Sing? - Gill Taylor



What is Advent to you? The smell of 
mulled wine, the moment when it 

is socially acceptable to play Christmas 
music in the office, the inevitable stress that 
comes with the run up to Christmas?  With 
Christmas adverts starting on the TV from 
1st November, and snowflakes in the shop 
windows since the day after Halloween, 
you would be forgiven for thinking that the 
approach to Christmas gets longer and 
longer each year.  

You might be surprised to find that Advent 
originally had little to do with Christmas, 
and was in fact the preparation phase 
for people wanting to be baptised.  In the 
early church, people would be baptised at 
Epiphany, which is when the church also 
commemorates Jesus’ baptism.  Advent was 
the forty day preparation before Epiphany.  It 
wasn’t until the 6th century that the church 
used Advent (from the Latin word ‘adventus’ 
which means ‘coming’) to start to think about 
preparing spiritually for the coming of Jesus 
at Christmas. 

If Advent is a season of preparation, then 
what are we preparing ourselves for?  For 
the people of the Bible, there were huge 
preparations to make - during Advent, Mary 
has a visitation from an angel who tells 
her she is with child. She must have felt 
tremendous shock and apprehension - but 

What is Advent to You? - Roland Slade

since we have heard the story so many 
times, we sometimes take it for granted. 
We can’t feign ignorance every year, only to 
awake on 25th December with a sigh of relief 
and the hushed exclamation, “It’s a boy!” 

If we just recite this familiar story again 
without thinking about it, we can overlook one 
of the most astonishing facts in history: God 
became human. This idea sets Christianity 
apart from all other faiths, because God 
not only walked among us but he became 
one of us, inhabiting the same flesh and 
blood. In church language we refer to this 
as ‘incarnation’. One of the names given to 
Jesus in the Bible is Emmanuel, meaning 
‘God with us’. This is an outrageous idea if 
we really think about it - if God created the 
universe, why would he choose to become 
as small and frail as you or me?  

Advent is about understanding this question 
of why God came to us as Jesus, and it is 
also about waiting. Since we live in the time 
after Jesus’ life, we are not literally waiting 
for his birth every year. However, we do live 
with the expectation that Jesus will come 
again -  the Christian hope is that life does 
not end with death, and  instead we will be 
reunited with Christ in heaven, or when he 
returns to Earth. 

When we celebrate advent, we remember 
the awesome truth that God came to us 
once, and we trust that He will come again.  
I think this is a wonderful illustration of faith 
– faith is believing that what has happened 
before will happen again! So in this season 
of Advent, may we stay joyful and remember 
that our Emmanuel will come to us once 
more. 

O come, O come Emmanuel
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appears.
Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel



Classic Food | Classic Film
Enjoy fantastic food and classic 

Christmas films at All Saints Church

Sign up to our newsletter for updates and access to our ticket pre-sale  
www.gourmetpicturecompany.co.uk

19.12.17
POLAR EXPRESS FAMILY

20.12.17
SISTER ACT COMEDY/ DRAMA



Art & Spirituality - Linda Scott & Anne Morse

Art & Spirituality aims to explore Advent 
through contemplation.   We plan to 

follow this over Lent and Easter by looking at 
being more courageous and compassionate, 
inspired by Bishop Steven’s recent letter, 
where he advocated reading the words 
of Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount, the 
Beatitudes, Matthew 5:1-10.

Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven
Blessed are those who mourn for they will 
be comforted
Blessed are the meek for they will inherit the 
earth
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness for they will be filled
Blessed are the merciful for they will be 
shown mercy
Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall 
see God
Blessed are the peacemakers for they will be 
called the children of God
Blessed are those who are persecuted 
because of righteousness for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven

We are asked to become more Christ-like in 
order to serve our community and the wider 
world.  The Beatitudes give us a glimpse of 
what that means and, in particular, we are 
encouraged to become more compassionate, 
courageous and contemplative.

Jesus also said that we need to be more 
child-like, by putting our trust in God: “Anyone 
who will not receive the Kingdom of God like 
a little child will never enter it.” Matt. 18:3.   
How do we approach Advent in a childlike 
way and how do we use contemplation to 
do so?   It helps to remember the innocence 
of the child you once were and to remind 
yourself that God is the secure, perfectly 
loving father to the child you are now. 

We plan to create some small installations 
to help each of us to be more contemplative.   
These will be based on the themes of water, 
light, music and words, to encourage people 
to recognize the barriers in themselves to 
becoming more trusting and child-like in 
their response to what Jesus is saying in 
the Beatitudes.   By so doing, we hope that 
we can then become more like Christ in our 
everyday lives.

During Advent we shall be looking forward 
to celebrating God’s amazing gift of Jesus.   

We hope that these forthcoming installations 
will encourage people to take time to reflect 
on the significance of Jesus’ teachings 
and, as a child, to trust in Him to guide our 
thoughts, prayers and actions to use our 
time, talents and resources appropriately, 
for ourselves and for the benefit of our 
community now and in the future.

THE BRIDGE

The Bridge is published four times a year.  
 The next edition is Lent - March - May 2018

.  
Please submit copy to the Producer 

(as a ‘Word’ or ‘Open Office’ document) by February 12th

Producer: Derrick Southon 01628 487588 or 07501 128605  
e-mail: dhsouthon@hotmail.com



When Dave Bull arrived in Marlow we 
identified three pressing needs in 

terms of facilities within the church. These 
were improved access, improved and extra 
toilets and kitchen facilities. Church Council 
agreed to deal with these in three phases so 
that progress could be made and we now 
have both improved access and kitchenette 
facilities along with a dedicated crèche area.

The final challenge is improved toilets and 
this year our architect has been developing 
designs in consultation with the Diocesan 
Advisory Committee, who have to approve 
any work, along with the Church Council and 
other interested parties.

We now have an agreed design and 
contractors are currently submitting prices 
to carry out the work. Formal permission to 
carry out the work remains outstanding but 
this is at an advanced stage of the process. 
The Narthex of the church is what is most 
easily described as the entrance lobby 
where the existing toilet and flower cupboard 
are located. The proposal is to create a three 
level development where the existing toilet 
and flower cupboard are located. 

At ground floor level there will be a fully 
accessible toilet including a baby change 
facility along with a facility for the flower 
arranging team. On the first floor there will 
be three further toilets along with a store 
cupboard. On the top floor there will be a 
meeting room. The design is a mixture of 
traditional and contemporary with oak timber 
finished with glass panels alongside the 
staircases. It is designed to complement 
the existing building and to allow as much 
natural light as possible to come into the 
area. 

The benefactor boards will be relocated 
into the choir vestry and the monument in 
memory of Sir Giles Hobart who died as a 
result of a coach accident in 1632, having 

been Member of Parliament for Marlow in 
the reign of King Charles 1, will be relocated 
in the revamped main entrance area.

Subject to assessing the contractor’s bids 
and obtaining all the necessary approvals 
it is hoped that construction may take place 
early in the New Year to be completed by 
Easter.

The scheme has been designed so that 
should access to the rear of the church 
be required to a mezzanine level this can 
be achieved without disturbing any of the 
work. Similarly should it ever be wanted, 
the development could be linked across the 
entrance lobby to the choir vestry at the top 
level! Historically it is believed that the lower 
half of the new staircase will be reinstating a 
provision that was removed when the gallery 
was taken out of the church in the Victorian 
era! 

The first two phases of work were funded 
by individual gifts, some grants and fund 
raising along with substantial contributions 
from The Friends of All Saints. The Narthex 
development is being made possible by a very 
generous gift to fund both the preparation of 
the scheme and the construction work along 
with some fund raising that was carried out 
last year.

Details of the scheme can be viewed on the 
notice boards located in the Narthex.

The Narthex Development - Richard Powell



Posada - Anna Clarke

At long last DECEMBER is here and I 
can finally talk about CHRISTMAS! 

Yes, you’ve guessed it ... I’m one of those 
Christmas enthusiasts who has been waiting 
to put their tree up for the best part of a 
month!

The Christmas season is often an exciting 
time but as Christians it is also a time when 
we remember God’s incredible plan to save 
us through sending His son, Jesus, to earth.
Last year our families from the 9.15 service 
took part in our first ever POSADA at All 
Saints and we will be doing it again this year 
as a way to help families engage in the real 
meaning of Christmas and to symbolise us 
making room for Jesus in our lives.

‘Posada?’ you may be thinking, ‘what is 
this?’ Well, Posada is the Spanish word for 
‘inn’. It is an old Mexican tradition where 
young people dressed as Mary and Joseph 
travelled from house to house asking for a 
room for the night and telling people that 
Jesus would be coming soon. On Christmas 

Eve they would visit the local church to act 
out the nativity and place figures of Mary and 
Joseph next to the crib.

So, on 1st December, a knitted Mary and 
Joseph will begin their travels around Marlow 
staying with a different church family every 
night of December in the run up to Christmas 
Eve. They carry with them a bag of goodies 
which include the Christmas story, Christmas 
activities for children to engage with, a travel 
diary to record all of Mary and Joseph’s 
activities as well as a wondering box which 
helps families think through questions like:

• How might Mary and Joseph have felt 
on their journey to Bethlehem?

• What if everyone in the world knew how 
special baby Jesus was? Would the 
world be different?

• I wonder which part of the Christmas 
story you think is the most important 
and why? ...

It’s a fantastic way for families to have fun 
together over the festive period whilst also 
creating opportunities for discussion about 
the true meaning of Christmas. Don’t miss 
our crib services at All Saints at either 
2.30pm or 4.30pm on 24th December when 
Mary and Joseph will be completing their 
journey and we join together to celebrate the 
birth of Jesus! 

If you’d like to see updates of Mary and 
Joseph on their travels around Marlow 
throughout December then find us on 
Facebook by searching: ASM Posada 2017.

Meet Sophie Wood
Sophie moved to Marlow at the end of September 2017. She is taking 
part in the New Wine Discipleship year as a Childrens’ Intern in All Saints 
Marlow. She is working closely with Anna the children’s worker and 
enjoying her time so far. Sophie is helping out at the various children’s 
groups as part of the  team. 

She loves to play guitar, piano and ukulele as well as sing. However when 
she is not playing or listening to music, she enjoys doing all sorts of art.



On page four, Martin Seymour describes 
the recent tour of the All Saintss Church 

choir to Germany.  I had the good fortune 
to be its organist.  All of us, I am sure, will 
remember the range of music we sang, 
the varied and interesting churches and 
other places we visited, the company and 
camaraderie, the youth hostel lunches.  I had 
the additional interest of playing several very 
interesting and very different organs.  But I’d 
like to write a little about my recollections of 
Arnstadt.

Arnstadt is a small town about 20km south of 
Erfurt, where we were based.  Both are in the 
central-eastern state of Thüringen, where 
the Bach family originated.  The composer 
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) was 
but the brightest in a bright constellation 
of musical Bachs from the 1550s to about 
1800.  Several Bachs had been town and 
church musicians in Arnstadt, including JSB 
himself.

We do not know where JSB lived, but his 
family owned at least two houses there.  
One of these, the Goldener Sonne, was a 
venue for regular gatherings of the Bach 
clan – and also for lunch for the ASM 
choirmen.  The town square was the scene 
of a brawl in August 1705 between JSB and 
one Geyersbach, a student and ‘nanny-goat 
bassoonist’, according to JSB.  Rapiers were 

drawn, but bloodshed avoided.  Details are 
in the church records.  

More sombrely, I saw my first Stolpersteine 
in that square: small brass pavement 
plaques naming Jews and other victims of 
persecution, recording their removal from 
adjacent houses.

We sang at the New Church, now called 
the Bachkirche.  JSB arrived as organist 
on the installation of a new organ in 1703.  
Technical details of that organ still exist, as 
do several hundreds of the original pipes.  A 
reconstruction of the organ was completed 
in 1999, demonstrated enthusiastically to 
us by JSB’s successor Jörg Reddin.  We 
stood in the same place as JSB to hear the 
same sounds three hundred years on.  The 
church also has a 1913 organ, also restored 
in 1999, which we used for the concert.  Jörg 
Reddin commented on how well it sounded 
in twentieth-century English and Welsh 
church music.  I like this idea of having two 
organs in a church!

These are among experiences I shall not 
forget easily, and I am grateful to Martin and 
All Saints Church for giving them to me.

Reflections on a Visit to Arnstadt - Rhidian Jones



The Mission Giving Scheme

All Saints Marlow is one of four churches 
within the Marlow Area (4U) Team of 

Churches – the Parish of Great Marlow 
and Marlow Bottom with Little Marlow and 
Bisham. Together we have a single vision: we 
are ordinary people led by an extraordinary 
God, whose love inspires us to welcome 
everyone, to serve our communities and to 
grow as we follow Jesus together. Jesus 
taught that the church is a community of 
people who follow him and who live not for 
themselves but for God and for others.

What is Mission Giving?
We have an abundantly generous God. 
Jesus’s death on the cross was the ultimate 
demonstration of that generosity. How 
should we respond? With worship, with 
service, with humility, with giving and living 
generously. Giving is an outworking of our 
faith. Generosity is part of our worship 
and discipleship; it’s how we help make a 
difference in the world; and it’s an indication 
of the vibrancy of our Christian communities.

At All Saints Marlow, we understand that 
giving is an act of gratitude and response for 
all that God has given us; and we seek to 
give back a portion of our resources and our 
time for God’s work in the world. 

2 Corinthians 9:7 says “Each of you should 
give what you have decided in your heart to 
give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver.” 

Our Parish is self-supporting. Our income 
comes from the people who attend our 
churches. The parish gives just under a half 
of its income to the Parish Share Scheme 
run by the Diocese of Oxford. The Parish 
Share is the amount of money that each 
parish is asked to contribute to support the 
mission and ministry of the Church in the 
Diocese of Oxford. 

This money pays for the clergy both in this 

parish and in poorer parishes of the diocese, 
as well as training costs and other diocesan 
and national Church support costs. 

As well as giving to the Parish Share Scheme, 
financial gifts given to All Saints Marlow 
are used to support the church’s ministries 
of worship, discipleship and service; to 
maintain the church facilities; pay salaries 
of non-clergy staff; and to fund witness and 
mission both locally and globally. 

These latter elements are what we call 
‘Mission Giving’; and the ‘Mission Giving 
Scheme’ is the way in which the church 
undertakes Mission Giving, by giving one-
off donations to multiple causes/needs 
throughout the calendar year. The generosity 
of the people who attend our church allows 
us to distribute over £3,000 via the Mission 
Giving Scheme each year.

What is the Mission Giving Group?
The Mission Giving Group is a sub-
committee of the Church Council, that plans 
and coordinates our Mission Giving as a 
church to local needs/causes and those 
further afield. The Mission Giving Group 
oversees the operation of the Mission 
Giving Scheme. Current Mission Giving 
Group members (who are also members of 
the Church Council) are: Anne Morse, Paul 
Taylor and Tony Pepperell. 

What we support
All Saints Marlow gives to causes at home 
and abroad that link with our Parish’s 
vision and eight priorities; and that have a 
personal link to church members. We give 
one-off donations to multiple causes/needs 
throughout the calendar year via the Mission 
Giving Scheme. We like to assist in areas of 
greatest need.  Our Vision: We are ordinary 
people led by an extraordinary God, whose 
love inspires us to welcome everyone, serve 
our communities and grow as we follow 
Jesus together.



Our Eight Priorities: 
•  Spirit led;
•  Giving generously;
•  Proactive in our community;
•  Using our gifts;
•  Innovating;
•  Focus on families and young people;
•  Growing discipleship;
•  Attracting more people;

We use the ‘Five Marks of Mission’ of the 
worldwide Anglican Communion to ensure 
a balance in our commitment to various 
aspects of mission and to guide our 
decisions:

• To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom;
• To teach, baptise and nurture new 
believers;
• To respond to human need by loving 
service;
• To transform unjust structures of society, to      
challenge violence of every kind and pursue 
peace and reconciliation;
• To strive to safeguard the integrity of 
creation, and sustain and renew the life of    
the earth.

In addition to the money given through the 
Mission Giving Scheme, each year the 
people who attend All Saints Marlow collect 
locally during Christian Aid Week, sponsor 
children in various areas of the world 
through ‘Compassion’, and go on mission 
trips. Donations and events to support One 
Can Trust Foodbank, Wycombe Homeless 
Connection and Marlow Refugee Action 
Group are held; and Children’s Society box 
collections take place during Advent. At the 
discretion of the Church Leadership Team, 
special retiring collections during services 
also occur throughout the year to support 
specific disaster appeals and fundraising 
requests.

Who can apply to the Mission Giving 
Scheme?
Any person who attends All Saints 
Marlow can suggest a project/cause/
person/charity with which they have some 

personal connection, to which they would 
like All Saints Marlow to give a one-off 
sum of money. The person making the 
suggestion must complete a Mission Giving 
Scheme Application Form, and give/send 
it to the Parish Office (for the attention of 
the Mission Giving Group). Copies of the 
Mission Giving Scheme Application Form 
can be collected from the leaflet rack at the 
back of the church building; or an electronic 
copy can be requested by sending an email 
to parish.office@4u-team.org 

The process
We do not have deadlines for receiving 
applications; we deal with them as they are 
submitted and received.  We encourage 
potential applicants to read the information 
provided and to understand the church’s 
vision for Mission Giving before making an 
application.   

Every application is received by our Mission 
Giving Group, who check that it is complete; 
and then review and consider it. On average, 
it takes between three and six weeks for 
an application to be processed, to be 
considered by the Mission Giving Group and 
for the decision to be communicated to the 
applicant. We take great care in reviewing 
each application individually.

The Mission Giving Group will acknowledge 
receipt of each application form; and will 
consider the application within eight weeks 
of receipt. The applicant will be notified of 
the decision of the Group. The Mission 
Giving Group may decide to give the full 
amount requested, or an amount less than 
the amount requested. 

On occasion, the Group will decline to 
support the request, at their discretion. Any 
donations of £250 or less can be decided 
upon by the Mission Giving Group and 
agreed by the Church Wardens, without 
reference to the Church Council. 

All donations over £250 need the approval of 
the Church Council. 



This term the children in Reception learnt 
about the festival of Diwali, the Festival 

of Light. The children enjoyed listening to 
the story about Rama and Sita and finding 
out about how people celebrate. 

During the day the children took part in 
many different activities, including making 
clay lamps, colouring and creating their own 
Rangoli patterns. In addition to all these 
creative activities the children had a go at 
writing some ‘Happy Diwali’ cards. As part 
of their continuing learning about Festivals 
from different cultures, next term the children 
will be learning about the Chinese New Year 
and tasting some Chinese food. 

Community News from Marlow’s Church of England Schools

Sandygate    -    Holy Trinity    -    Little Marlow                   Autumn Term 2017

 Sandygate Reception - Diwali Celebrations



 Sandygate Year 2 - Heroes

This term Year 2 have been exploring 
heroes from different walks of life. They 

have learned about heroes in our local 
community, heroes who have served our 
country and heroes of science. 

They have done lots of work around a 
particular art hero – Claude Monet. His 
paintings and the styles and techniques 
he used were explored and all the children 
agreed that Monet was a hero of art - even 
when people thought his paintings were ugly, 
he kept doing what he loved. He started the 
Impressionist movement in art and people 
still admire his work today. In class, the 
children experimented with the way that 
Monet used dots in his paintings to create 
the shapes and patterns that he wanted. 

They used blues, greens, whites and reds 
to create large pieces of art work. The 
children thoroughly enjoyed using a range of 
mediums such as oil pastels, paint, chalks, 
glue and food colouring to mix and make the 
colours. A variety of materials to paint with 
were also used: stamps, glue sticks, rolling 
pins, coins and many more! 

Once the large pieces of art work were 
completed they were cut up into lots of 
different shapes and were pieced together 
to  create a Year 2 version of Monet’s ‘Field 
of Poppies’

This is on display in the Year 2 classrooms 
and the children have enjoyed comparing 
their version to that of Monet. 



Year One were very excited to visit the 
market in Dean Street a few weeks 

ago. The children walked from school with 
some money jingling in their pockets to buy 
vegetables to make super healthy soup with. 
The children had been studying ‘The Tiger 
Who Came to Tea’ and wanted to make the 
tiger some soup to fill up his tummy! 

On the way to the market small discussions 
about the difference between fruit and 
vegetables could be heard and whether 
some fruits could be used to make soup. 
On arrival at the market, there was such 
a large variety of produce to choose from 
so there were some difficult decisions that 
had to be made! The children counted out 
their pennies to pay the kind (and patient) 
stall holders  who helped them to make wise 
choices. 

The walk back to school was much slower 
as everyone was so laden with produce 
for the soup. On their return the children 
carefully chopped their vegetables and 
prepared their soup with the help of some 
parents. That afternoon the children tasted 

 Sandygate Year 1 - Going to Market

their soup … and there were definitely some 
mixed opinions about it! Some devoured 
their soup, whilst others were brave enough 
to try it, but didn’t want to finish it. 

The school are very grateful to the Dean 
Street Market for accommodating us again 
for a fantastic educational trip for the 
children.



The Federation of Holy Trinity and Little Marlow
Church of England Schools

 Steve Butler - Executive Headteacher

The new school year started with verve 
and enthusiasm as we welcomed 

new staff, children and families into our 
federation family. This year has brought an 
exciting new curriculum to both schools and 
the children have thoroughly embraced the 
new challenges, topics and experiences as 
Mrs Healy and Mr Williams will explain later.

On top of all the learning activities and 
Wow Days in class, we’ve all enjoyed Wake 
and Shake each Monday morning at Little 
Marlow; two lovely harvest festival services 
in our two churches; the Holy Trinity girls’ 

football team winning the district 7 aside 
competition; the Holy Trinity orchestra 
joining a fantastic 260 strong children’s 
ensemble at the Royal Grammar School; a 
family barbecue at Holy Trinity and pupils 
from both schools taking part in the Marlow 
Carnival Parade, and then attempting to 
break the World Marathon Record at the 
Sprintathon on the same day! Wow! 

A busy, busy time across the Federation 
and our thanks go to all the staff, parents 
and children for making these experiences 
possible.

 Holy Trinity - Tim Williams - Head of School

Holy Trinity is once again back into the swing 
of things. We have welcomed new staff and 
new children to our family. The children have 
come back to school for this new year full of 
enthusiasm and energy. This year, the school 
is continuing to develop its curriculum and 
provide new learning experiences to really 
engage the children. These ‘WOW’ days 

have been incredibly successful and have 
helped the children to get the bit between 
their teeth as they start each new topic. 

Early in the term, our year 3 children 
welcomed a vast array of reptiles, including 
a baby crocodile and a twenty-foot boa 
constrictor, as part of their Predators topic. 



At the other end of the school, the year 6 
children donned surgical gloves and took 
a scalpel in hand as they dissected sheep 
hearts and investigated its various parts. 
The Winchester Science Centre once 
again visited with its mobile planetarium 
experience for the year 4 and 5 children, 
dazzling them all with the wonders of our 
planet, space and the universe beyond. 

This half term has already begun in a similar 
fashion. Our year 3 children spent the day as 
geologists with a Rock Detective, followed 
by a visit to the local woods to investigate 
the local landscape. 

In year 4, the children experienced life 
in ancient Rome and followed the highs 
and lows of Roman times. Similarly, year 
5 encountered the mysteries of ancient 
Egypt during their Egyptian day, dressing 
up and exploring history through a range of 
artefacts. 

Meanwhile, the year 6 children arrived at 
school to be greeted by a very Victorian 
visitor who showed them what life was 
like for Victorian children. Needless to say, 
all of the children across Holy Trinity are 
completely engaged with their topics and 
are doing brilliantly. 



 Little Marlow - Katie Healy - Head of School

The children of Little Marlow School have 
been having a fantastic time this term 

getting stuck in to their new topics. 

Oak class hosted a ‘bedtime story day’ where 
they all came to school dressed in pyjamas. 
The day included numerous activities based 
around traditional stories. The visiting poet 
Coral Rumble also hosted poetry sessions 
with groups throughout the morning bringing 
the tale of the owl and the pussycat to life.

Aspen class became dinosaurs and 
explorers for the day. The morning sessions 
were run by a visiting fossil and dinosaur 
expert, where the children learnt about 
different types of fossils and how to identify 
each dinosaur. The children then had fun 
making their own fossils out of clay and 
designing new species using the ipads.

Elder class put their thinking caps on and 
transformed into ‘street detectives’ for the 
day. The class searched for symbols in our 
surrounding area in addition to answering 
treasure hunt questions. The children were 
very interested to learn about house names 
surrounding our school as they all have extra 
special meanings.




