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A new look 
for our team
As mentioned in the last edition 
of Team Talk, we now have a 
new website and you may have 
started to notice the new design of 
publications such as the one you 
are reading now.| 

What is the new design all about?
It is sad but true that the Church 
of England often specialises in 
keeping its best bits invisible.  We 
asked a local design agency (called 
FST) to help us buck the trend by 
letting the outside world know about 
the good things happening in our 
four wonderful churches.  Free of 
charge, they have produced this 
new design (“visual identity” in 
the jargon), to help make the life 
inside our churches visible from 
the outside.  We hope it will help 
us to communicate better internally 
as well.  The new look is starting 
to appear on posters, signs, 
publications and online. 

What does “4U” mean?
At the centre of this new identity 
is the new 4U logo.  It represents 
two important facts about who we 
are.  Firstly it says that we are 4 
churches United by one vision.  
Secondly it says to whoever sees it 
that we are here 4U (i.e. “for you”) 
– we are not a members club, but 
we are here to welcome others and 
to be proactive and visible in the 
community.

Our new 4U brand ...

 
How does this apply to my church?
Each church now has its own logo and can use the new design as much 
(or as little) as it wants to.  The design has been created to work on its 
own for each church, as well as working for the team as a whole.  It is 
being offered for use by each church, but no one is compelled to use 
it if they don’t want to.  For simple design work (e.g. a new poster, an 
invitation) we will soon have the facility to make these ourselves.  More 
significant items (e.g. a new leaflet or a new section of the website) can 
be commissioned from the designers by contacting Vanessa Faulkner 
(for printed items) or Andrew Scott (for online). 

What else will be happening as part of this project?
We have set up a new team to manage our communciations, including 
a social media co-ordinator and a press officer.  We have already set 
up new Facebook and Twitter accounts.  We have plans to use it to 
advertise events and issue invitations more effectively.   But we are also 
looking for suggestions.  Please contact us if you have any ideas!  John 
Norton and Graeme Slocombe are the PCC members responsible for 
overseeing the project.  

Please let us know what you think!
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Who could you invite?

How do you feel when you get an invitation to something? 
Generally it’s great isn’t it?  You feel appreciated.  
Someone has been thinking of you and has gone to the 
effort to invite you.

As we head towards Christmas, traditionally a time when 
a lot of people appear in church at the different services, 
you may not have thought about inviting anyone to church.  
“Lots of people come anyway at Christmas, what’s the 
point?”   But every invitation we make is special and will 
make a difference. Who could you invite to a Christmas 
service this year?  A friend, family member, colleague or 
neighbour? Let’s not just expect them to come, let’s make 
a point of inviting them.

Phil had been to church as a kid but had stopped going as 
a teenager.  Now a dad, he didn’t see any need for God in 
his life.  One Christmas he decided to go to a carol service 
that his son was doing something in.  That night God did 
something in him that began his journey back to faith.

Mirka, had never really been part of a church.  She had 
moved to London from Europe and was enjoying life with 
friends.  One Christmas one of these friends invited her to 
a Carol Service at her church.  Mirka went along and that 
night God did something in her that started her journey of 
faith.

Stephen was happily married and had a lovely daughter.  

His job was going well but there was a nagging 
doubt in his mind, something was missing.  One 
Christmas, neighbours of his invited him along 
to the Carol Service at his local church.  He went 
and God did something in him that night.  Stephen 
began to see what was missing.

These are all true stories.  Let us not be 
complacent this Christmas and just expect our 
churches to be full.  Let us make those invitations.   
Who will you invite?

Graham

Thank You!
We wanted to take this 
opportunity to say a huge 
thank you to all across the 
churches in the Marlow 
Team for making us feel so 
welcome. 

Each church we have 
visited has received us 

 

Plant a new 
church community 
in Marlow Bottom

The major part of Graham and Sami’s calling 
here is to start something new, in the way of 
church, for families in Marlow Bottom.  If you 
are interested in finding out more about the 
plan to plant a new church community aimed 
at reaching families in Marlow Bottom then do 
get in touch.   

An initial gathering to find out more and share 
thoughts will be on Monday December 1st, 
8pm at Graham and Sami’s house, 165 
Marlow Bottom, SL7 3PL.  
 
If you want to speak to Sami and Graham 
before that please call 01628 473548 or email 
samiwatts@marlowanglican.org or 
grahamwatts@marlowanglican.org 

Graham and Sami

warmly and made us feel at home.   
 
Thank you. 

Thank you especially to all those who helped get our 
house ready, who brought us welcome gifts, wrote us 
cards and showed us a whole lot of love! 

The move here has gone so smoothly for which we 
thank God and his people. 

Graham and Sami
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Children’s Worker
The Church Council at All Saints Marlow is hoping to appoint 
a new staff member in 2015, to help grow our work among 
children.  
Details are available in the news section of our website.

What do all the clergy do?
 
Have you ever asked, “what do they all do?!”  Here’s the answer:

Dave Sarah Graham 
& Sami Wendy Gabrielle John Mieke / 

Stan

Marlow Bisham 
Little Marlow

Marlow
Bottom ASM @1059 ASM 08:00 

and 09:15 ASM 18:30

Weddings
Civic life

Discipleship
Baptism

Confirmation
Evangelism Alpha Bereavement

Healing Pub ministry Sundays
Funerals

In a bit more detail ...

Marlow
Dave, Wendy, 
Gabrielle, John

Marlow Bottom
Graham & Sami

Little Marlow
Sarah

Bisham
Sarah

Church Planting n/a n/a

Evangelism

Graham and SamiTeam mission strategy

Churches Together mission

Discipleship

Sarah
Small groups

Baptism ministry

Confirmation

Church schools (Burford)

Team-wide leadership

Dave
Wedding ministry

Marriage preparation

Civic life (including trusts)

Bereavement ministry
Gabrielle

Healing service

Alpha
Wendy

Tea and theology

Pub ministry John n/a

Sunday services, baptisms, 
weddings, funerals All

Retired ministers: 

Mieke Gaynor (Anglican) and Stan Jones (United Reformed) take Sunday 
services and (in Mieke’s case) funerals and weddings.

Alpha 
The phenomenally successful Alpha 
Course is running again this coming 
term in Marlow. The course gives 
an opportunity to explore the really 
big questions of life and time to 
think through the big issues. If you 
have ever wondered about life after 
death, about the place of suffering 
in our world, the many religions that 
all seem to offer to lead us to God 
– then this is the course for you. 
We eat together, listen to a speaker 
together and then discuss together. 
In the process friendships are often 
made!

The next Alpha course is a 
Churches Together initiative, hosted 
in the evening by River Church in 
the Assembly Rooms and in the 
morning by All Saints Marlow in a 
local home. The ‘Taster session’ 
for both the morning and evening 
course will be held at the Assembly 
Rooms 7.30pm  Monday 12th 
January. There will be a charge for 
the meal, but if this makes it difficult 
for you to attend then do speak 
to Wendy Bull who is helping to 
organise the courses. (wendybull@
marlowanglican.org, phone: 07450 
737438)

The courses then start on Thursday 
15th January (morning course) and 
Monday 19th January (evening). 
Alpha runs for ten weeks, missing 
out half term, and will finish around 
the Easter holidays. There will be a 
crèche and coffee and cakes served 
in the morning and an ‘Assembly 
Rooms’ meal in the evening.

To register for either the evening 
or morning course please contact 
parishoffice@marlowanglican.org 
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Pastoral Training comes to the Marlow Team 
Have you have ever found yourself adrift in life, or 
struggling somehow, not quite sure of where you are 
going, or perhaps, how you got here. At those times it may 
have been your experience that a friend came alongside 
and listened, perhaps offered to pray, and maybe you 
found yourself in a better place as a result of the company. 
 
In the Spring the clergy team are putting on a course 
to help those who feel that they would like to offer that 
ministry of walking alongside others, who will listen much, 
say little and pray silently and sometimes aloud. It is a 
wonderful gift to offer time to another who finds themselves 
in distress, and so it may be that this brief course will help 
you to develop those pastoral skills that you have already 
been using, or it may be a first foray into the world of 
pastoral care. 
 
The course will run for an hour and a half every other week 
and will cover both the practicalities and some theory of 
pastoral care. There will be sessions on effective listening, 
on how to help in times of bereavement and how to be with 
those suffering from mental illness. The course will start 
on January 21st and end on April 15th. The six weeks will 
offer stand-alone sessions, but we would like to invite you 
to make as many sessions as possible.

Session 1 
21st Jan 2015

What is Pastoral Ministry? 
(Church Pastoral Aid Society video)  
Rev Gabrielle Smith and Rev Wendy Bull

Session 2 
4th Feb 2015

What is Mental Wellbeing?
Susanna Morris RMN

Session 3 
18th Feb 2015

Listening Skills 
Sue Simpson and Lyn Rimmer

Session 4 
4th March 2015

Visiting – Some do’s and don’ts

Session 5 
18th March 2015

Bereavement – Coping with Loss

Session 6 
15th April 2015

Principles of Good Practice

Each session will be hosted or led by Revs Gabrielle 
Smith and Wendy Bull.

Please do contact Wendy for further details and to 
register interest at wendybull@marlowanglican.org 
or on 07450 737438

Mental Wellbeing 
A seminar open to all
Mental health and mental illness are subjects which are 
often difficult to address or talk about. We often struggle 
to know where to begin to support friends, family or col-
leagues who are suffering. And it is never easy to admit 
when we are finding life unbearably stressful, and we can’t 
find any peace.  

In February 2015 the Marlow Team are inviting Susanna 
Morris, a trained Mental health nurse and church leader, 
part of the Churches Mental Health Consultancy, to come 
and talk to us about Mental Health. Her evening seminar 
includes tools for maintaining our own mental wellbeing, 
as well as insights into why things sometimes go wrong. 
She will discuss ways to support others with mental health 
problems and look at the part faith plays in a mentally 
healthy life.  
 
We hope you will be able to join us for a practical and 
helpful evening, on Feb 4th 7.30pm at All Saints Marlow 
Church Hall. For more details and to register contact Rev 
Wendy Bull on wendybull@marlowanglican.org or 
07450 737438

The Causeway,
Marlow
SL7 2AA
01628 481806

 parishoffice@marlowanglican.org
 4u-team.org
 @4U_churches

Should you wish to, you can make direct 
contact by phone with one of our clergy 
using the contact details below:

Revd Dave Bull 01628 471650
Revd Wendy Bull 07450 737438
Revd Sarah Fitzgerald 01628 481167
Revd Gabrielle Smith 01628 482923
Revd Graham Watts 01628 473548
Revd Sami Watts 01628 473548


