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Thinking About Christmas - Dave Bull

Last week I watched an interview with the 
atheist historian and author Tom Holland.  

He is a fantastic and provocative thinker 
and a keen observer on the way Christianity 
interacts with our culture.  In one section 
of the interview, he observed that most 
Christians - including leaders - don’t seem 
to realise how extraordinary their faith is.  He 
comments: 

“If you’re a Christian you think that the entire 
fabric of the cosmos was ruptured by this 
strange singularity where someone who 
is a god and a man sets everything on its 
head.  To say it’s supernatural is to downplay 
it.  This is a massive singularity at the very 
heart of things.”  

What an amazing explanation of the 
Christmas story! And from someone who 
doesn’t believe it! These words have 
provoked me to consider how, for many 
Christians, familiarity with the Christian 
story can breed a loss of enthusiasm 
(or even boredom) with what is the most 
extraordinary story of all time.  We can 
become like people who live next door to 
Niagara Falls and have stopped noticing it.  
Think of it: as Christians we believe that God 
has ripped open time and space and entered 
our world as a human baby. He did this so 
that by entering into our cosmos he might 
himself rescue it and set right every wrong. 
That claim is either crazy, or world changing 
- but, it should never become boring.  This is 
our Christmas message to the world.

Preparing for Christmas
Our nation shows no sign of losing its 
enthusiasm for celebrating Christmas.  
This is very good news for the church!  It 
is a priceless opportunity to share God’s 
message with the world.  If our friends and 
neighbours who don’t know God can get 
excited about buying presents, sending 
cards and preparing a feast, how much 
more should we get excited about this 

annual opportunity to share the astonishing 
Christmas message with them? The 
population of our town is 14,000.  Last year 
over 2,000 people came to our Christmas 
services.  As an average, that’s 1 in 7.  Think 
of the impact on our communities this year 
if we made it 1 in 6 by inviting an extra 350 
people to come and hear the Christmas 
message?

Many of you will be familiar with the map 
opposite.  It is taken from our database and 
the red dots locate the hundreds of homes of 
the members of All Saints Marlow.  Apologies 
if you live off the edge of this map - you are 
just as important as everyone else, but The 
Bridge isn’t big enough to show a map with 
everyone on it. 

For one hour every week we gather on 
a Sunday and all these dots converge.  
But for most of the time our church family 
looks like this.  I believe God has carefully 
positioned each red dot so that together we 
can show the love of God to the whole of our 
community.

Invitations to Christmas 
As we make our usual Advent preparations 
this year, I want to challenge us to share the 
amazing Christmas story by inviting new 
people from our everyday lives to come to 
church this Christmas.  

Here are seven ideas for you to try:

1. Next door neighbours - instead of just 
picking up one of our Christmas Services 
postcards to go on your fridge, take enough 
to post one through the letterbox of all your 
next door neighbours.  As you post it, pray 
for God’s blessing on their home.

2. Personal contact - better still, knock on 
your neighbour’s door, say you’d like to invite 
them to come to church this Christmas and 
ask “is there anything we can pray for you?” - 



If there is, forward it to prayer.requests@4u-
team.org and our prayer group will join you 
in praying for them.

3. School invitations - join Matt Clark as he 
stands at the gates of our local schools, 
handing out invitations to the Christmas 
services to hundreds of families.  Get in 
touch - he’d love your company!

4. Your community - who are the people you 
chat with day by day?  Friends in the pub, 
your book club, fellow dog walkers, office 
colleagues, sports club friends and so on.  
Who is on your ‘front line’?  Invite them to 
come to a Christmas service with you and 
to enjoy a Christmas drink or meal together 
afterwards.

5. New Neighbours pack - we are developing 
a ‘New Neighbours’ pack for you to give to 
anyone who is new to Marlow.  It will give 
them a warm welcome to Marlow and 
introduce All Saints as their parish church.  
Look out for them appearing at the back 
of church and take one to give to a new 
neighbour.

6. Church Groups - across our church 
we have well over 50 groups of one kind 
or another that meet regularly away from 
Sunday services.  What could your group 
do together to share the Christmas message 
this year?

7. Social media - our team are working on 
some great messages to share this Advent.  
We’ll also be linking into the Church of 
England’s brilliant national #FollowtheStar 
campaign.  Why not share them with your 
online community?

Instead of grumbling about mince pies 
appearing in the shops in October, or about 
how materialistic Christmas has become, 
let’s be the most enthusiastic and joyful 
participants in the Christmas celebrations of 
2019.  What could bring more joy than the 
astonishing story of Christmas bringing light 
and hope into new hearts?  

May God’s Spirit lead us this Advent to think 
about Christmas, prepare for Christmas 
and invite our friends to join with us as we 
celebrate the greatest gift of all.



Churches Together in Marlow - Tony Threlfall

A meeting has been held to discuss the 
future of house-to-house collecting 

during Christian Aid Week, in the light of 
the reluctance of some existing collectors 
to continue, and the difficulty in recruiting 
new collectors. It was decided to take the 
following actions:

1. Existing collectors who are agreeable will 
be encouraged to continue as before.

2. A new envelope drop scheme will be 
trialled, in which the householder will 
be requested to return their envelope to 
specific collection points. The request will be 
attached to the envelope. Volunteers for the 
drop scheme, including existing volunteers 
no longer willing to collect, will be sought 
with a view to more roads being covered 
next time.

3. A one-day ‘bucket’ collection in the town 
will be held on Saturday 16th May 2020.

4. Other possible fund-raising events will be 
explored.

In October, the annual harvest supper was 
held in the Wesley Hall at Marlow Methodist 
Church, when 60 people gathered to enjoy 
delicious food in good company. It was a 
particular pleasure to be joined by friends 
from Marlow Baptist Church. 

Special thanks are due to Sue Gallaugher 
and her team for hosting the event, and 
to the kind people from all of the churches 
who helped to provide the food. During the 
evening, a film was shown of the project 
being supported by Christian Aid’s Harvest 
Appeal, to which £150 was donated from the 
proceeds of the supper.

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity will 
be observed from 18th to 25th January. On 
Sunday 19th January at Christ Church URC, 

the annual general meeting will be held at 6 
pm with a service of Celebration at 6.30 pm. 
The Unity Supper will take place at 7.30 pm 
on Tuesday 21st January at St Peter’s School 
with an invited speaker. Prayer meetings led 
by different church leaders will be held at the 
Methodist Church on 20th, 22nd, 23rd & 24th 
January at 12.30 pm.

The material for the Week of Prayer has 
been prepared by Churches Together in 
Malta. The unusual kindness of the islanders 
shown to Paul and his companions, following 
the shipwreck on his journey to Rome, is 
recorded in Acts 28:1-10 and this is the text 
chosen for the Week of Prayer. The focus 
of the material is on showing hospitality 
not only to one another, but also in our 
encounters with those who do not share our 
language, culture or faith.

A Week of Accompanied Prayer under the 
direction of Mieke Gaynor will be held from 
19th to 24th January. In preparation for this, 
Mieke will endeavour to speak to each 
congregation and meet with representatives 
from each church to make the necessary 
arrangements. 

Pancake Day will be celebrated at Marlow 
Methodist Church on Shrove Tuesday, 25th 

February from 11.30 am to 2.00 pm, with the 
proceeds going to Lighthouse Marlow.



Arrow Course Reflections - Gill Taylor

He made my mouth like a sharpened 
sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid 

me; he made me into a polished arrow and 
concealed me in his quiver. (Isaiah 49)

This verse has meant a lot to me over the 
last 18 months or so whilst I have been a part 
of the 15th UK cohort of the Arrow Course run 
by CPAS - Church Pastoral Aid Society.

The international vision for Arrow draws 
inspiration from God’s word to Israel 
recorded in Isaiah. Shaped by him, Israel 
was called to a leading role in God’s 
purposes for his world. Shaped by him, 
today’s leaders continue that tradition. 
With a dual focus on both leadership and 
evangelism; the Arrow Course has helped 
me hugely; and as I approach it’s end, I’d 
love to take a few moments to share some 
of what I’ve learned:-

God wants me to lead as me 

This sounds like an obvious statement - after 
all, I can hardly lead as anyone else - but it’s 
been a revelation to me that God has spent 
my life growing me with a whole batch of 
different experiences, challenges, gifts and 
talents with the express purpose of using 
them for His glory. This is, of course, true 
for us all. God wants us all to embrace our 
distinctiveness and learn to shine our lights 
for Him without holding back or trying to be 
someone else. 

God still needs us to help save the world 

I don’t suppose you’ll need convincing that 
the world is a bit of a mess; you only have 
to watch the news to see that there’s a lot 
of things not as they were meant to be. The 
thing that you might find it harder to believe 
is that God wants you to be part of the 
solution. Bill Hybels famously declared: “The 
local church is the hope of the world”, and a 

look back through history bears this out. 

Behind significant social changes and 
historical events, such as the abolition of 
slavery in the UK or the fall of the Berlin Wall, 
prayerful Christians have worked faithfully, 
offering what they have to the God who can 
feed thousands with a couple of loaves of 
bread and a few fish, and have seen Him 
miraculously multiply their contribution.
 
We are always stronger together

Of course, an all-powerful God could step 
in any time to fix our world; but more often 
He chooses to use us to be his hands and 
feet on earth. You might feel ill-equipped to 
change the world, or even your own little part 
of it, but one of the joys of church life is that 
we can pool our gifts, talents and resources 
and really make a difference. 

Knowing ourselves - with all our strengths 
and weaknesses, gifts and talents - can 
help us work in teams with people different 
from us. Again, this is a call to embrace our 
uniqueness, and that of each other – and not 
to pull away from people who are different 
to us.

Of course, this is only a glimpse into what 
I’ve been learning; the Arrow Course has 
given me a resource that I’ll be using for 
many years to come. I am hugely grateful for 
this opportunity, and for the friends I’ve made 
on the course who have provided so much in 
terms of extra knowledge and support along 
the way. I’m always happy to talk more about 
Arrow - so if you want to know more, come 
and have a chat!

Finally, I’d like to say a special thank you to 
those of you who helped me financially with 
money towards my course fees and to all of 
you who have asked me how I’m getting on, 
and have prayed for me - I’m very grateful. 



Advent - A time for waiting - A time for 
hope

We know the signs of Advent, as it starts 
to appear on the streets and in our homes. 
Lights light up the shop windows with sparkle 
and festive cheer, ribboned wreaths appear 
on our neighbours’ front doors, and we dust 
off the box of decorations for an evening 
of decorating the living room. Are you an 
Advent Calendar person? Do you have a 
particularly special Christmas decoration for 
Advent? We all know when Advent arrives, 
but do we know why? 

In the church calendar Advent is the season 
of four Sundays before Christmas, and it is 
meant to be a season of preparation.  Of 
course there are the Christmas presents to 
buy and turkeys to order, but what kind of 
spiritual preparation should we need to do? 
After all, we know when Jesus was born - 
we don’t need reminding of the date, and we 
celebrate it every year.  Does it seem strange 
to you that we would need to dedicate a 
whole season to preparation?

You might be surprised to find that the 
season of Advent originally had little to 
do with Christmas, and was in fact the 
preparation phase for people waiting to be 
baptised.  In the early church, people would 
be baptised at Epiphany, which is when the 
church commemorated Jesus’ own baptism.  
Advent was marked out as a forty day 
preparation period before Epiphany, and it 
wasn’t until the 6th century that the church 
used Advent (from the Latin word ‘adventus’ 
which means ‘coming’) to start to think about 
preparing spiritually for the coming of Jesus 
at Christmas.  

This year, our Advent readings will help us 
to prepare our hearts for Christmas. We will 
be looking at four readings from Isaiah, who 
was a prophet who longed for the coming 
of the Messiah (meaning ‘anointed one’). 

He is the most quoted prophet in the New 
Testament, and his book of prophecies is 
often heard during Advent and Christmas. 

If you want to read ahead, the four readings 
will be Isaiah 2:1-5, 11:1-10, 35:1-10 and 
7:10-16.  Isaiah’s vision was of a Messiah 
who would fulfil every need of the people - 
both physical and spiritual. He talks about 
the Messiah bringing justice and peace to all 
people - and even to animals too - of people 
walking in the light instead of darkness, and 
of God reigning over the world as a fair, wise 
and compassionate King. Isaiah says this 
Messiah will be for ‘all nations’, not just for 
the Israelites. His vision is for global unity and 
international peace through the Kingdom of 
God - but as we can imagine, there is a lot of 
waiting to do before this season will come.

Isaiah saw something of the coming Kingdom 
and longed for it with his whole heart - but he 
was never able to meet Jesus, the Messiah 
he had envisioned.  And although none of us 
have been able to meet Jesus in person, we 

Advent - A Time For Waiting  .....  Roland Slade



can know him through the Bible and through 
the Holy Spirit. In this Advent season we are 
called to do the same as Isaiah did - to turn 
our hearts towards the King and to long for 
him to come again, as he promised. There 
is a bittersweetness to this waiting, as like 
Isaiah we recognise the needs of the world 
around us and long for a perfect solution. 

Advent can be a difficult time for some, as 
the pressures of family and finances bear 
down on us whilst we try to buy the right 
presents or budget for the big dinner. We 
might become more aware of the needs of 
others, such as those who are homeless or 
have no family to celebrate with. For all the 
lights and tinsel, it can feel like we are still 
living in the ‘desert and the parched land’ 
that Isaiah describes in chapter 35. We can 
become more aware of the tension of waiting 
for the perfect Kingdom of God whilst we 
experience difficulties and suffering. 

But listen to the call of Isaiah in this season 
of waiting: “Come, let us go up the mountain 
of the Lord!” God calls us to come closer 
to Him in this season, to spend time with 
Him in prayer and praise, and to go ‘up 
the mountain’ so that we can get a wider 
perspective on things. Through Isaiah, God 
promises us a wonderful vision of joy at the 
end of the waiting: 

“The desert and the parched land will 
be glad; the wilderness will rejoice and 
blossom. Like the crocus, it will burst 
into bloom; it will rejoice greatly and 
shout for joy.”

Throughout Advent, we may be waiting not 
just for Christmas to arrive but for God to 
move in our lives or in the world. Perhaps 
there is a prayer you have prayed for years, 
and it is starting to feel like too long a time 
to wait? Perhaps you feel that you have run 
out of energy or patience, and can’t wait any 
longer? 

It’s possible that Isaiah felt this way too. 
Maybe he was reminding himself of God’s 
faithfulness when he wrote “Strengthen the 
feeble hands, steady the knees that give 
way, say to those with fearful hearts, Be 
strong, do not fear, your God will come.” 

As we move into Advent, use this season 
to strengthen your faith in this way. Make 
time to meet with God and tell him about 
the things you are waiting for. Remember 
his faithfulness in your own life, and in the 
stories of the Bible. Take joy in the festive 
decorations, mince pies and carol singing, 
and thank God for the blessing of Jesus 
in the world. Emmanuel, ‘God with us’, will 
come again - we only have to wait. 

The 2020 Vision

Earlier in the year, the Church Council commissioned a team of seven people, which 
I am leading, to work on a renewed vision and strategy for the next few years of our 
church’s life.  We have been hard at work and - as I write - are preparing to go away 
together for two days to spend time working on this.  I’m really excited about the direction 
it’s heading in.  

If you come to our Church Forums you will have had a sneak preview of some of this 
work, but we have set aside three Sundays in January to share our progress with the 
whole church.  Please pray for this strategy team and ask God to guide us as we make 
big plans for the future.  And please make sure you come to Sunday services on 12th, 
19th and 26th January or you will miss out on hearing what’s happening.  Dave Bull



Pastoral care is a fundamental part of 
being a Christian and Jesus gave many 

examples of responding where people had 
need. John 13 v34-5 reminds us of Jesus’ 
new command “Love one another. As I 
have loved you, so you must love one 
another. By this everyone will know that 
you are my disciples”.

Being part of the pastoral team is a great 
privilege as we glimpse a small part of how 
the amazing family of All Saints Marlow 
draws alongside one another during times 
of need. We are blessed to be part of a 
caring loving community where people want 
to support each other. Much of this care 
happens without fanfare and under the radar. 

Sometimes we are contacted directly by 
someone in need or a concerned friend or 
relative, but it may be that someone notices 
that a particular person is missing from their 
usual seat in church, appears distressed 
or withdrawn, or the alarm is raised when 
someone misses their small group. Support 
may be practical such as providing food 
rotas or babysitting for those going through 
a tough time or having just had a baby, 
visiting someone in hospital, helping with 
lifts, providing a listening ear or company 
to the lonely, praying with or for those in 
difficulties, delivering home communion to 
the housebound, bereavement support or if 
necessary signposting to other agencies. 

We are very grateful to Gabrielle Smith who 
has led the Pastoral care for many years 
within the Parish and has now stepped 
down from this role. As a consequence we 
have recently formalised a new structure 
of Pastoral care within All Saints Marlow 
with the aim of making it easier for people 
to know who to contact and where to go 
with concerns. Sue Glyn-Woods is now 
the Pastoral Co-ordinator with nominated 
pastoral leaders for each church, service 
and specific activities. The names of these 

Pastoral Care - Ruth Scott

people can be found in the Pastoral Care 
leaflet, as well as at https://4u-team.org/
community/pastoral-care/

The pastoral care team work alongside the 
clergy, and we are grateful for the variety 
of skills, experience and personalities of all 
those who volunteer their time to serve in 
this way. The team are all DBS checked and 
attend Safeguarding training. We recently 
had some fantastic training on Listening 
based on material from the Acorn Christian 
Healing Foundation. Being well listened to 
can be a powerful healing experience and 
whilst not all of us are natural born listeners, 
the good news is that everyone can learn! 
We are excited to have been invited to join 
a comprehensive Pastoral Training course 
in Beaconsfield in Spring 2020. Further 
information about this will be released soon.

Every one of us has a responsibility for 
pastoral care of the members of our church 
family. We are all needed to listen to the 
needs of others and to be prepared to 
support them. Pastoral leaders are there 
to be consulted and made aware of any 
concerns you may have regarding others or 
indeed yourself. We must all play our part as 
disciples ‘loving one another’.



Introducing God’s Messengers - Angels 

The belief in, and study of angels, as well 
as their depiction in art and sculpture by 

artists, is almost universal and spans the 
centuries. Writings about angels and artistic 
interpretations appear in early Hebrew and 
Christian traditions, in classical mythology  
and philosophy and in almost all the major 
religions; Buddhism, Zoroastrianism, Taoism 
and Islam.

Although their role has differed over time 
and across cultures, the central belief 
is shared: angels belong to the world of 
ethereal beings who serve as intermediaries 
between the ordinary earthbound life of 
humans and the transcendent world of the 
divine. In the Judaeo-Christian tradition the 
word angel comes from the Greek ‘aggelos’, 
which translates as the Hebrew ‘mal’akh’ 
both meaning messenger.

Winged messengers are seen on 4th 
century Greek urns, in ancient Sumerian 
carvings, Egyptian tombs and Assyrian 
reliefs. Paintings of angels by early Christian 
artists look like transfigured ancient gods 
and goddesses, but in all visual renderings 
we are able to recognise the angelic even 
though their physical nature varies. Artists 
down the ages have envisaged angels 
in a myriad of ways, dependent on their 
cultural background and the extremes of 
their imaginations. We may all have our 
own ideas of what an angel might look like, 
a winged fairy, a bright light, a shimmering 
vague presence, a bright star, a vivid dream: 
but one perception remains, that angels in 
whatever shape, guise or form, are God’s 
messengers, imparting God’s will to those 
who would listen; bringers of good news, 
imparting wisdom or direction, or sounding 
a warning.

The Bible tells of numerous appearances 
of angels in both the old and the new 
testaments. There is a hierarchy; archangels, 
seraphims, cherubims, a choir, and a 

heavenly host. In the Nativity story there 
are several key appearances of angels and 
we will be highlighting these in the Advent 
installation; the annunciation, the message 
to the shepherds, the warning to the Magi 
and the instruction to Joseph to flee to Egypt.

School visits to the church are increasingly 
popular especially at the times of major 
festivals and there will be a few special, 
temporary displays around the church to 
help the children understand more about 
the role of God’s messengers. We plan to 
take this theme forward to our Lent Art & 
Spirituality display as we explore the ways in 
which we can all be God’s angels as he uses 
us to inform others, sometimes in significant 
ways and sometimes in ways we may never 
know about; to bring comfort and to change 
lives.

We hope and pray that you will enjoy our 
Advent display, that you will have time 
to reflect and respond as we all wait and 
prepare for the coming of the promised 
saviour.

Linda Scott & Anne Morse, Art & Spirituality



A Curates Travels - Roland Slade

This Autumn I travelled to Belgium 
alongside fourteen other Anglican 

and Baptist ministers to spend time at a 
place called Talbot House (known as Toc 
H for short).  Toc  H is in the small town of 
Poperinge and was set up during World War I 
as a Christian retreat for soldiers.  Poperinge 
was the train junction where soldiers arrived 
and returned from the trenches around 
Ypres, so it was ideally situated to offer a 
place of rest for those who had endured so 
much at the front.  Those who benefited from 
the house described it as ‘a haven from hell’.  

Talbot House was the idea of the army 
chaplains Philip ‘Tubby’ Clayton and Neville 
Talbot, who wanted to create an ‘Every 
Man’s Club’.  This would mean setting aside 
differences of rank and creating a space 
where anyone was welcome. At the time, 
this was unthinkable - even in the middle 
of war, rank was strictly observed in social 
situations.  Officers simply did not relax in 
the same space as soldiers - but Tubby saw 
the opportunity for a different kind of space.  

Chaplains in the Army held the unusual 
position of not being strictly bound by 
the system of rank, allowing them to 
offer counsel to everyone. Tubby saw an 
opportunity to extend this ministry to Talbot 
House itself.  His Every Man’s Club was 
famous for breaking down these barriers; the 

sign next to the front door still reads ‘All rank 
abandon ye who enter here’.  

As you enter the house, there is a section of 
wall covered in small typewritten messages. 
This was known as ‘Friendship Corner’, 
where men could leave messages for friends 
or siblings. Brothers left messages for each 
other, telling them where their regiment was 
heading next. Next to many notes were 
handwritten replies, telling the writer whether 
or not it had been possible to pass on the 
message. It was a sobering reminder of how 
difficult it was to communicate due to the 
vast flow of people around the frontlines. 

As we stayed in the house for a few days, 
we experienced something of the hospitality 
and spiritual nourishment which had been 
offered to soldiers in wartime. In the middle 
of chaos, this building offered solace and 
refuge. The three levels of the house offered 
a sort of progressive level of spiritual input - 
many soldiers came to the ground floor for 
a bite to eat and a chat, some would then 
go to the first floor for prayer and private 
conversation with the chaplain, and some 
would head towards the chapel on the top 
floor for a communion service. 

The chapel had a wonderful sense of peace. 
The communion table was particularly 
poignant as it was a real carpenter’s bench, 
complete with the marks of tools and saws. 
When Tubby found that many soldiers were 
asking to be baptised, he also installed his 
own family baptism font - a handheld font 
which his family had used when they lived in 
rural Australia. 

In 1917 during the Battle of Messines, 
nineteen mines were detonated along the 
front. Just around the corner from Toc H on 
the edge of a field, a crater remains which 
is 12m deep and 129m wide. Soon after the 
war, it filled with water and lilies began to 
grow in the pool. Tubby purchased the land 



and named it the Pool of Peace, a lasting 
reminder of the impact of the war and a 
place for peaceful reflection. It both held a 
beauty and an eeriness, a place of silence 
created by one of the largest explosions in 
European history.     

On our final evening in Belgium we visited 
Ieper (Ypres), a town which was completely 
restored after being destroyed by shelling. At 
the Menin Gate, hundreds of people gather 
each day for the Last Post ceremony and 
to see the names of 54,000 British soldiers 
who died in Flanders and whose graves 
are undiscovered. The Last Post has been 
played here every day since 1928, and on 
this particular day the British Grenadier 
Guards Band joined the Ieper Fire Brigade 
to lead the service. The ceremony was 
hugely moving, and a fitting end to a week of 
contemplation and reflection on history.

But what I hadn’t expected was to bump 
into someone from my own history! As the 
band processed out from under the arch, I 
saw a familiar face under one of the bearskin 

hats and recognised a friend who used to 
play in the same university orchestra as 
me. We managed to catch up and share 
our impressions of Belgium, and we were 
both glad to see a friendly face in a week of 
serious thought. 



Music Notes - Rhidian Jones

Our major event in the last few months 
has been the coming of James 

Grimwood our new Director of Music.  The 
Autumn issue of The Bridge contained an 
article recounting his experiences and arrival 
in Marlow - well worth reading.  Members of 
the congregation will have seen his rapid 
settling-in and establishment as part of the 
Church community.  

I know he is looking forward with gentlemanly 
relish to tackling the music for Advent, 
Christmas, Epiphany and Candlemas, parts 
of the church year with an extraordinary 
wealth of rich music.  The purpose of this 
article, however, is to mention some of the 
music and musical activities undertaken by 
the Church Choir over the last few months.

First, the people.  Congratulations to Max 
and to Arthur for gaining Bishop’s Choristers’ 
Awards with high marks.  We have said 
farewell to Issy now at university, but whom 
we hope still to see from time to time, 
alongside other recent leavers.  Four chaps 
I knew as trebles when I joined All Saints 
Church 2½ years ago - Dan, Noah, Louis, 
and Sammy - have modulated to the tenors 
and basses to become Young Gentlemen, 
recently joined by Arthur.  Between them 

they ensure that the back row remains 
capable of performing a substantial part of 
the Anglican church repertoire, both alone 
and with trebles.

Sadly I have to report that we are no longer 
capable of fielding a separate Boys’ Choir.  
The number of boys has dwindled to a 
point where the remaining boys could not 
be expected to carry the responsibility of 
singing a service unaided, and earlier this 
term we regretfully took the decision to re-
allocate their duties to the other choirs.  This 
means that each choir (Senior Girls, Junior 
Girls, Gentlemen, Occasionals) now has 
a somewhat larger list of services to sing, 
and there are also now more ‘said’ services 
without a choir.  

At this point, I’d like to pay tribute to that 
stalwart band of All Saints Church, The 
Occasional Singers (the ‘Occs’), who 
unfailingly step in when the formal choirs are 
unavailable.   My thanks to them for singing, 
in particular, during the summer holidays.

However I am glad to report that James is 
recruiting more youngsters as part of his 
school work, and in time we shall hear the 
results from the choir stalls.  Let me reiterate 
here our plea for more singers, both children 
and adults.  If you know of anyone suitable, 
or you yourself are interested, please 
contact James or me urgently!  However 
there remains a worrying point: without boys 
now, who will be the tenors and basses of 
the future?  

Second, the music.  I am sure that many 
will still remember Martin Seymour’s final 
evensong in which we sang the Evening 
Service in F  by George Dyson and the 
anthem ‘Like as the hart desireth the 
waterbrooks’ by Herbert Howells (two of 
Martin’s favourite pieces).  New music since 
then includes a very mellifluous setting 
by Maurice Bevan of the hymn ‘There’s a 



wideness in God’s mercy’ (with a rather nice 
line in the left hand for the organ’s trumpet 
stop), a recent Magnificat by Robert Quinney 
who is currently Director of Music at New 
College Oxford, a Nunc Dimittis by Matthew 
Owens who is about to take up the post of 
Director of Music at Belfast Cathedral, two 
short anthems by William Byrd, and an 
Evening Service by the 17th century Benjamin 
Rogers.  Additionally, in July we sang Charles 
Wood’s ‘O thou the central orb’, which was 
already known by the Gentlemen from days 
of yore.  Of necessity, we must balance ‘new’ 
music against well-known music to make the 
best use of rehearsal time and the abilities of 
the various choristers. Judicious repetition of 
music in services helps to fix it in the minds 
of Choir and congregation alike.

Turning now to rehearsals on Thursdays and 
before services.  A part of many rehearsals 
is given over to practising singing the psalms 
and canticles to Anglican Chants. The 
Chant is a seven-bar long formula, usually 
containing ten consecutive chords, often 
turned into a pair by expansion to fourteen 
bars and twenty chords. In the Anglican 
liturgy, we sing each verse of a psalm to 
one of these Chants of seven bars, and 
frequently treat the canticles - the Magnificat 
and Nunc Dimittis - in the same way.  The art 
of the Editor of the Choir’s printed version is 
to compress the varying number of syllables 
in each verse of the psalm to the ten-
chord formula, by way of standard printed 
indications such as apostrophes and what 
appear to be decimal points, while making 
the result sound natural with respect to the 
stresses, pauses and overall sense of the 
language.  

The art of the singer is to sing all this in a 
suitably natural manner, with a fairly rapid 
flow of words maintaining clear diction. 
To do this our quick-reading singer has to 
interpret the Editor’s indications accurately 
and musically; the art of the director is to 
try to get everyone to do the same thing at 
the same time - organist included.  There 
is rarely enough time to learn a psalm in 

such a way as to rely on rote-learning or 
memory: the aim is to keep the choir alive to 
interpreting the indications precisely and in a 
co-ordinated way, and to do it spontaneously 
in a service.  As new choristers emerge, 
these skills have to be newly taught, and 
with existing choristers they need to be 
continually refreshed.  As is so often the 
case, long toil in rehearsal might become 
only a small part of the service.

The Choir recently took part in the annual 
Memorial Service for All Souls, in which we 
recall the departed.  We sang Simon Lole’s 
penetrating anthem ‘As the Father has 
loved me’, and two movements from Gabriel 
Fauré’s setting of the Requiem.  The Town 
Council made a request that the Choir should 
sing at the Marlow Town Council Ceremony 
of Remembrance at the War Memorial on 
10th November, for which we learned the 
Marseillaise, en français, naturellement!  

We hope that this will become a regular 
fixture in the Choir Calendar.  I am glad to 
acknowledge the way in which the Choir and 
especially its younger members, entered 



into the spirit of the occasion, standing 
respectfully for an hour in rather cold weather 
without grumbling (at any rate, not in my 
hearing).  We were lucky with the weather.  
Will it rain next year, I wonder?

To aid James’s settling-in, I recently went 
through the service lists and the boxes of 
music sung by the choir since I joined All 
Saints Church.  I compiled a list, and was 
astounded to find it contained over 120 
different pieces of music.  The credit for this 
goes of course to Martin Seymour and Clem 
Virgo who introduced all this and much more 
repertoire to the Choir, but it is amazing to 
think that all this could be newly learned 
or revised and then performed in a mere 
2½ years.  The chronological span is very 
wide, from plainsong and music by Byrd and 
Victoria to the present day in the form of the 
music by Quinney and Owens mentioned 
above. 
 
Some thanks are now due. James and I 
are keen to thank Jeremy Rowe and Clem 
Virgo for their work in singing, conducting 
and playing the organ.  For our part, it is so 
good to have such able, inspiring, reliable 
and helpful musicians whom we can call 
upon - but in saying this here, I know I am 
preaching to the converted.  

At this point I’d like to mention the Music 
Trust, in which Clem Virgo remains a 
leading light.  As you probably know, this is 
a foundation providing financial support for 

THE BRIDGE

The Bridge is published four times a year. The next edition is 
Lent/Easter - March to May  2020

We are always happy to hear your ldeas and feedback 
Please submit copy and high resolution photographs to the Producer by February 10th

Producer: Derrick Southon 01628 487588 or 07501 128605  
e-mail: dhsouthon@hotmail.com

music lessons and the like to members of 
the Choir.  The Committee has met on two 
occasions recently to consider applications.  
The Trust wishes to stress that applications 
may be made at any time of the year; 
parents and choristers are invited to look up 
the details on the Church website.  

More thanks. To Janice Leggate for keeping 
the Choir Vestry tidy and putting the music 
into choristers’ folders.  To Joan Walls as 
Convener of Occasionals.  To Glynis Simons, 
David Cruise and others for administrative 
work.  To Janet Ramsden for her organisation 
of the Friday and Sunday concerts, but this 
is another article in its own right for a future 
Bridge.  And to the people who provide the 
teas at these concerts.  Have I left anyone 
out?

All this could not happen, of course, without 
the sturdy support of choir parents, ensuring 
children’s attendance at rehearsals and 
services, whatever the weather. Their 
determination shines through. More than 
once, James Grimwood has mentioned to 
me how unfailingly helpful everyone at All 
Saints Church has been.  I endorse that view, 
and add that the positive and encouraging 
attitude of clergy and congregation alike 
make this Church one in which it is easy to 
work and inviting to innovate.  

On behalf of the Choir, James and I would 
like to say thanks to you all for creating this 
healthy environment.



Charity Youth Concert
By Orchestras & Choir
of the Chiltern Music Academy

Saturday March 21st 7.30 pm
All Saints Church, Marlow

Adults £12, under 18’s £6 including a
free interval drink. Tickets available from

 February 3rd 2020 at the Marlow 
Information Centre, or from Rotarian 

Lance Slater 01628 484323, or at the door

The Rotary Club of Marlow presents a

Proceeds donated to the Chiltern Music Academy and charities 
supported by the Rotary Club of Marlow.  Charity number 1024392 

www.marlow-rotary.org.uk   email: lms37@outlook.com



Community News from Marlow’s Church of England Schools

Sandygate    -    Holy Trinity    -    Little Marlow                   Autumn Term 2019

 Sandygate - Reception - Starting School Life

The Reception children have settled into 
school life very well and it has been 

so pleasing to see them adapting to new 
routines, making new friends and exploring 
their learning environment.

Their first topic of the year has been Nursery 
Rhymes and as the topic name indicates, 
they have learned a range of nursery 
rhymes: Humpty Dumpty, Twinkle, Twinkle 
Little Star, Little Bo Beep and Baa Baa Black 
Sheep to name but a few. As a result, they 
have started to identify and use rhyming 
words which is a really important skill in early 
literacy learning. 

At the School, the Reception children have 
a fantastic learning environment both inside 
and outside. Their mud kitchen is a favourite 
as are the bikes and trikes when the 
children use the outside. Inside, the range of 

resources is just as impressive, from using 
the creative areas to create collages of 
sheep when they learned the Little Bo Beep 
rhyme to accessing technology through the 
use of BeeBots and personal computers.

The children also learned about the Hindu 
festival of Diwali during their first half term - 
the Festival of Light. They enjoyed listening 
to the story about Rama and Sita and finding 
out about how some Hindus celebrate by 
giving gifts, sharing special family meals 
and visiting the temple. The children were 
thoroughly engaged during a creative 
morning that was packed full of activities. 
They made clay Diva lamps, designed their 
own Rangoli and Mendi patterns and listened 
to some traditional Diwali music creating a 
truly inspiring atmosphere.



 Year 1 - Learning About Toys

Between now and Christmas, the learning 
in Year 1 will be focused on the topic of 

Toys. In History, the children will be learning 
about toys from the past and also how 
Christmas was celebrated in Victorian times. 

To bring this learning to life and to encourage 
children to ask questions and inspire them to 
learn more about the past, they set off on a 
trip to Hughenden Manor. Dressed in clothes 
that resembled those of Victorian children, 
the Year 1 children were taken back in time 
to 1865 to learn about the origin of some of 
the Christmas and Boxing Day celebrations 
for both the rich and poor.

They had experience of what life was like 
in Victorian times, opening presents that 
could have been for rich and poor children. 
The children were able to compare the 
differences between the type of things rich 
children got for Christmas to the type of 
things the poor children were given. 

In both cases they discovered that the 
difference between presents in Victorian 
times and now was immense. Toys were 
obviously in focus during the trip and the 

children had a great time exploring Victorian 
toys and relating this to what they were 
learning in science about different materials.

Back at school, the focus has been on toys 
from nowadays and the children have been 
able to make booklets about the toys that 
they have found out about. By the end of the 
term they will be such experts that they have 
decided to create a museum at school and 
exhibit toys from the past and the present. 
They will create labels for the exhibits and 
information captions for the visitors to the 
museum.



At Marlow C of E Infant School, children’s 
knowledge acquisition happens through 

cross curricular learning. A theme is chosen 
for the topic and all subjects link to that topic 
so that the learning is more meaningful and 
inspiring.

In Year 2 the first topic of the school year was 
Romans. The children focused in English 
on the story ‘Escape from Pompeii’ from 
Storytelling Schools. As you can imagine, 
the children found the story exciting and 
engaging as it led them to ask questions 
about this era in history. 

In Geography, the children learned where 
Rome was and were able to locate it on 
a map – they also learned to name and 
locate the 7 continents of the world and the 
5 oceans on globes.  Their learning about 
the period in history when the story was set 
centred around the clothing, jewellery and 
traditions. They designed and made Roman 
jewellery, pots and togas and compared them 
to jewellery and clothing from nowadays. 
As part of their outdoor learning day, they 
became archaeologists and spent a morning 
uncovering, identifying and conducting 
research about Roman artefacts.

So much fun was had, that the children 
didn’t even realise they were learning new 
knowledge and skills most of the time! 
To conclude the topic, the children held a 
‘Roman Day’ in school, when they dressed 
up as Romans and made Italian food, 
learned facts about the Romans, erupted 
their own ‘volcanoes’ and learned a Roman 
dance.

 Year 2 - Escape from Pompeii



The Federation of Holy Trinity and Little Marlow
Church of England Schools

Another busy start to the year across both 
our schools as always. We welcomed 

new children and staff into the federation 
family in September and we’re delighted to 
see how well they have settled.

Two real highlights of our first half term were 
the Marlow Carnival in September and our 
Harvest Festival services in October. The 
weather at Marlow Carnival could not have 
been better and it was lovely to see so many 
people flock to the town. 

The procession again was another huge 
success and it was lovely to see all our 
children from both schools supporting each 
other and looking fabulous on our float.

The Harvest Festivals again took place in 
our two churches with children leading the 

services. Some wonderful performances 
from all children - reciting poetry, singing or 
dancing; giving thanks for the food on our 
plates and those who work hard to provide 
our food. We also prayed for those who 
are not as fortunate as us and who may 
not always know where their next meal is 
coming from. The children all brought food 
again which was gratefully received by the 
One Can Trust.

As we progress on towards Christmas, it’s 
incredibly busy and exciting at the schools. 
Children and staff are already planning and 
rehearsing nativities and carols, and both 
our PTA committees are preparing for our 
Christmas Bazaars. 

Thank you again for all your support at our 
schools.

 Holy Trinity - Mrs Field - Head of School

We have had a fantastic but very busy 
start to the new school year.  The 

school has been a hive of activity with class 
WOW Days providing exciting starts to topics 
for the year groups, together with activities 
including; Harvest, Big Noise, Armistice Day 
and Children in Need Day.

Year 3’s year started with their 
Scrumdiddlyumptious topic linked to the 
story of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory! 
Great fun was had by all creating new 
mouth-watering sweets.  After half term Year 
3 moved onto their Tremors topic - all about 
rocks and natural disasters.  The ‘Rock Lady’ 
visited the school and the children became 
explorers for the day digging for different 
types of rocks.  It was a very enjoyable but 
muddy day.

 Steve Butler - Executive Headteacher



Year 4 had an amazing start to the year with 
the arrival of a climbing tower on our field 
for their Misty Mountains topic.  As part of 
their topic they also located mountains and 
mountain ranges in the world and learnt 
about the different types of mountain and 
how they are formed. 

This half term Year 4’s topic is Burps, 
Bottoms and Bile.  They started finding out 
all about teeth and all the classes had a 
fantastic visit to the Bespoke Smile Dentist 
where they found out about the different 
types of teeth and most importantly how to 
keep them clean.

Ancient Egyptians took over Year 5 at the 
start of the year.  The children learnt all 
about the famous archaeologist, Howard 
Carter as well as where Ancient Egypt was 
located both geographically and historically.  
This half-term they have been learning 
about Space and were fortunate to have a 

planetarium visit the school giving them an 
opportunity to explore the solar system and 
beyond in a huge dome.  

Year 6’s first topic - Blood Heart started with a 
bang as the children dissected a pig’s heart! 
There was a mixture of great excitement, as 
well as a smattering of trepidation as they 
uncovered the mysterious object. 

This half term started with the children 
embracing their new topic ‘Revolution’, which 
delves into the Victorian era and explores the 
vast changes made during this revolutionary 
period of history. On the first day back, Sir 
Teachalot did not disappoint, providing the 
children a truly ‘authentic’ experience: a day 
in a Victorian classroom.

We have many more exciting events planned 
for the rest of this term which will culminate 
with our church carol service and the Year 3 
Christingle production. 





 Little Marlow - Mrs Healey - Head of School

We have had a busy Autumn term to 
date. 

Some of our highlights have been:-

Barnabas in School – We had a visit from 
Barnabas in schools to explore the concept 
of Christianity around the world. The children 
learnt about Sparkle the swallow and his 
migration through different countries. They     
loved hearing stories of Christian believers 
in countries using music, visuals, games, 
and drama, which they thoroughly enjoyed.

Science day – All classes were delighted 
to have a visit from Mrs Smith to take part 
in some exciting science experiments. Oak 
class created spinners to explore colour 
and light. Aspen class looked at different 
forms of static electricity and Elder class 
built bridges looking closely at strength and 
capacity. Thank you very much to Mrs Smith 
for planning and leading these very exciting 
activities.

Autumn Wow days – Oak Class enjoyed 
looking for signs of Autumn on their 
village walk last week. They explored with 

magnifying glasses and even took their own 
interesting pictures.

Aspen Class had a busy day on a recent 
Tuesday. They had visits in their class from 
Sergeant Terry and colleagues from the RAF, 
and Mr McNeill made another memorable 
appearance with his police car and hats to 
talk with the  children.

Elder Class made fantastic music together 
during their Samba drumming workshop. 
They worked together to explore beat, 
rhythm, tempo and volume. In the afternoon 
they had a visit from Mr Falk and Mrs 
Crabtree where they had demonstrations on 
instruments with pitch and tune. 

Armistice day – Sergeant Terry led our 
collective worship on Armistice day which 
gave pupils the opportunity to reflect on 
members of the armed forces who fought  to 
keep our country safe, and still do today. I 
was very impressed with the level of respect 
all pupils showed during our time of reflection 
and silence. With this in mind we have been     
investigating how to send care packages to 
those serving over the Christmas period. 





Smiles - Mission to Romania 2018 - Photo Album

Our Christmas services at All Saints Marlow  ...
 Sun 1 Dec Advent Carol Service 5.30pm

 Sun 8 Dec Christingle Service 3.30pm

 Sun 15 Dec Informal Carol Service 5.30pm

 Sun 22 Dec Service of Nine Lessons and Carols 5.30pm

 Tue 24 Dec Holy Communion 10.30am
 Christmas Eve Crib Services 2.30pm, 3.45pm, 5pm
  Midnight Mass 11.30pm

 Wed 25 Dec Christmas Day Holy Communion 8am & 9.15am 
 Christmas Day Christmas Day Celebration 10.59am
  No evening services

You are welcome to join us to celebrate 
the real meaning of Christmas.  
For information, see www.4u-team.org


