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An extraordinary time - Rev Dave Bull

What an extraordinary time this 
is. The last time we were able to 
gather together to worship in our 
church building was coincidentally 
our Annual Celebration where we 
refl ected on God’s goodness over 
the past 12 months and looked 
forward to what He is calling us 
to in the future. On that day, who 
could have believed that so much 
would change so quickly. Our lives 
have been turned upside down and 
shaken as never before.

But some things have not changed.  
God has still been good to us in the 
past, for which we give thanks. He 
is still calling us to trust him in the 
present and is worthy of all our trust. 
He still calls us to follow Him into an 
uncertain future, which He alone can 
see clearly. And so the shared life 
of our church community continues 
as a stabilising and familiar road 
through an unfamiliar landscape.

It has been incredibly humbling to 
witness and hear about so many 
acts of selfl ess love in our church in 
recent weeks. The sheer life that has 
sprung up has been astonishing. It 
strikes me that our new values “God 
Brings New Life” have taken on a 
new, prophetic edge in this chaotic 
and tragic time.

We have a part to play in bringing 
God’s light and hope to the world. So 
much has changed, but God and his 
church stand forever. He is faithful. 
It is very comforting to know we are 
a part of what one New Testament 
writer calls “a kingdom that cannot 
be shaken” (Hebrews 12.26). 

As we respond to this situation, we 
are so proud of our team and we 
can see how much God has already 
been at work in making this team 
and all of our wonderful volunteers 
strong in the face of adversity. We 
feel we are already on an amazing 



Earlier this term, the Senior Girls’ 
Choir recorded two pieces for 
broadcast on Marlow FM: I Give You
A New Commandment by Peter 
Aston and The Father’s Love by 
Simon Lole.

The quality of the singing was 
pleasing, and I was delighted at 
how the girls responded to the 
recording session. Rhidian Jones 
accompanied the Choir with great 
sensitivity, which made the overall 
experience such a joy.

In recent weeks, I have launched a 
new informal singing group for boys 

Spirit-Led journey which has led us 
to this time and place.

Typical of this response is the fact 
that now, even during lockdown, 
you are reading a copy of The 
Bridge which has been put together 
under very difficult circumstances, 
including the poor health (though 
not the virus!) of Derrick Southon 
the editor, whom we remember in 
our prayers. Thank you to everyone 
who has made this edition possible, 
especially Miya Wassing (who 
began work on it during an extended 
trip to India and got back just before 
the lockdown) and Andrew Scott.  At 
a time when it is so important to our 
mental health to train our thoughts 
on those things that are good and 
positive, it is perhaps fitting that this 
edition coincides not with Lent but 

with the Easter!

Thank you again for the love, 
creativity and courage I am hearing 
and seeing from all across our 
parish. It is a privilege to be part of 
this church community as we follow 
Jesus together. I look forward to 
seeing how the Spirit leads us in the 
weeks ahead.

I hope that as the clouds of the 
pandemic crisis darken, you have 
been able to see and enjoy rays of 
light and hope. There are plenty of 
them - the brightest by far being that 
Jesus is the light of the world. “The 
light shines in the darkness and the 
darkness did not overcome it” (John 
1.5).

With my love and prayers,
Dave

and restarted Voice for Life coaching 
during many of our rehearsals.

This training scheme is designed 
by The Royal School of Church 
Music and encourages choristers’ 
development in many aspects of 
their musicianship. I am extremely 
grateful to Lauren and our intern, 
Becca, for their volunteering, which 
supports the technical aspects I 
already include week by week.

As I write, the RSCM is developing 
excellent online resources which our 
choristers will find most helpful in the 
continuation of their musical studies.

Choral Highlights - James Grimwood



In February, our Candlemas Service 
contained three settings of the Nunc 
Dimittis, the well-known Canticle 
of Simeon which is ever-present at 
Evensong. The prize for the chorister 
who can correctly give the plural of 
‘Nunc Dimittis’ remains unclaimed. 
The settings by Tomás Luis de 
Victoria (c.1548 –1611), Matthew 
Owens (b.1971) and Christopher 
Totney (b.1982) provided a variety 
of challenges for the Choirs.

It has been a delight to see further 
new faces at our monthly Choral 
Evensong, particularly since 
Christmas. You are always most 
welcome to share these timeless 
liturgies with us and please be 
assured that the Choirs greatly 
appreciate your support.

In these uncertain times, my pre-
recorded hymn playing will feature 
during our online services which 

can be seen on YouTube and I am 
thankful that organ voluntaries will 
continue to be expertly performed 
by our invaluable Rhidian.

I am determined to ensure the 
choristers continued musical 
development and am encouraged by 
the multitude of novel and intriguing 
opportunities.

It seems fitting to conclude this 
little ramble with the Collect “for Aid 
against all Perils” from The Book of
Common Prayer, which is familiar 
to us from Evensong and seems so 
appropriate in the current climate.

LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech 
thee, O Lord; and by thy great 
mercy defend us from all perils and 
dangers of this night; for the love 
of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. Amen.



The angels and their messages 
resonated with those who viewed 
the Advent installation. People 
commented that the star and the 
nativity scene were particularly 

Art & Spirituality - Linda Scott & Anne Morse

poignant and that the display was 
moving in its simplicity.   Together 
with the texts, they provided a focus 
for reflection on the meaning of 
Advent.



What a difference a few months 
make!

On 22 November the rain finally 
stopped falling after weeks of wet 
weather. The river was high and 
underfoot the ground was drenched 
but still the brave few assembled in 
the church yard for the 5th annual 
sleepout in support of Wycombe 
Homeless Connection.

Many had cancelled, deciding the 
sensible action was to keep warm 
and dry at home – a choice street 
sleepers do not have.

Despite the ground conditions, 
nobody chose to sleep in the church. 
A time of fellowship and fun (?) was 
had by all while money was raised 
for this worthwhile local cause. 

Disappointedly, but not unsurprising, 
less than usual in Marlow.

Move on two months. The Wycombe 
Night Shelter was full most nights 
with 12 guests. In addition WHC 
and the local authority were housing 
another 20+ High Wycombe street 
sleepers in bed and breakfast 
accommodation, the latter an 
initiative due to finish at the end of 
the month.

Coronavirus was just beginning to 
be mentioned as a possible health 
threat. The decision was taken to 
keep the B&B accommodation going 
for a further month while the threat 
receded.

By the first week in March it was 
obvious the threat was becoming a 

Wycombe Homeless Connection - Muriel Reynolds



reality. Risk assessments concluded 
that it was unsafe to keep the shelter 
open. Because of their lifestyles, 
homeless people are in the most 
vulnerable category. It’s almost 
impossible to keep clean or to self-
isolate if you are living on the streets. 

A large proportion of the volunteers 
manning the shelter also fall into the 
vulnerable category. WHC has 14 
volunteers from our team churches 
– not all, I quickly add, in the high 
risk category!  The shelter had to 
close immediately. But the idea of 
abandoning our guests at such a 
time was unthinkable.

Wycombe Homeless Connection 
has placed EVERYONE on 
the shelter list (some 17+) into 
additional B&B accommodation, 
initially for the rest of March, but as 
the situation worsened, for April too.   
It is obviously expensive and WHC 
is digging into its reserves to cover 
the cost.

Throughout this time the staff at 
WHC will provide food parcels to 
and continue to work extensively 
with the 37+ B&B guests, although 
obviously some precautions are 
necessary.

WHC is anticipating an increased 
demand for its services as the 
situation worsens.  Although the way 
it operates must change, the support 
centre will continue to be manned 
by WHC staff. It’s 400+ Volunteers 

have been stepped down for the 
duration.  Development plans put on 
hold while everyone focuses on the 
ever changing situation.

So what can we do?

First and foremost, pray.

For the guests as they find ways to 
navigate the extra challenges they 
face. It is a time of great uncertainty 
for them and some are losing the 
little work they had. Please pray 
that they keep engaging with WHC, 
they stay confident in WHC, and 
that WHC can help them keep hope 
alive.

Pray for wisdom and health for the 
staff team so they can continue to 
run the services well.

Another way to help is to donate.  
WHC has launched an appeal in 
response to the corona virus. If you 
can, any gift will help to ensure the 
services continue and nobody is 
street sleeping at this time.

To donate, please visit:
www.wyhoc.org.uk/urgent-appeal

What a difference a few months 
can make. Let’s pray that the social 
changes we see over the next 
few months will result in a more 
caring society for all, including our 
homeless population.

Keep safe and well.



Churches Together in Marlow - Tony Threlfall

The ‘Living Nativity’, which has 
been a regular feature of the pre-
Christmas late night-shopping event 
in Marlow, took place in the forecourt 
of Marlow Methodist Church last 
year.

It’s absence from the High Street 
was noted by the Marlow Chamber 
of Commerce and Trade, and they 
would like the churches to feature 
more prominently next time and 
have offered a position on the High 
Street and suggested a brief drama 
or talk about the true purpose of our 
Christmas celebrations.

All the churches were represented 
by 32 people who attended the AGM 
and Celebration at Christ Church 
during the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity.

Over 60 people gathered at St 
Peter’s School for the Unity Supper 
to enjoy fellowship and food provided 
by volunteers from all the churches.

Midday prayer meetings led by 
minsters from different churches 
were held during the week at Marlow 
Methodist Church.

On Shrove Tuesday many people 
turned up to sample the delicious 
soups and pancakes on offer at 
Marlow Methodist Church.

The net income of £500 will go 
towards Lighthouse Marlow. Huge 
thanks are due to Marlow Methodist 
Church and the many dedicated 
people from all the churches who 
give of their time and energy to 
make it all happen.



The Plumage of Love - Rev Jane Chaffey

I have a  rather mixed view of 
feathers.

Childhood recollections of 
waterlogged, tarry gull feathers 
washed up on the sea shore, scary 
feathers on a Red Indian head dress 
and brown curls inconveniently 
leaking from old cushions, compete 
with wonder at the iridescence of 
peacock feathers and the startling, 
elegant colour combinations of bird 
plumage.

Feathers, from hat trims to the 
ostrich feather boa or the heraldic  
Prince of Wales feathers evoke a 
sense of style and a frisson of pride.

They are, in the natural world, quite 
wonderfully designed for purpose 
and, in God’s glory,  beyond purpose 
maybe, enabling flight, courtship, 

and protection from the elements.

So I was surprised as I sat, back 
in November, during the All Souls 
service of prayer and remembrance 
of the departed, to be given the 
picture of a small white, down-fluffed 
feather; a feather that could hardly 
be caught and held and when in the 
hand was weightless, beautiful but 
unfelt: just there.

And I thought of God’s love, both 
weightless and present in ways we 
do not always perceive. Especially 
when we are low.

These small down feathers, “the 
plumage of love” in the words of God 
to Job (39.13), invisible under the 
coloured contour feathers, enable 
a bird to survive in the harshest 
conditions; insulated in nests, in 
flight or in water.

For generations they have also been 
used to keep us warm –  I remember 
the green silk  eiderdown on my bed 
as a child - and in polar conditions 
there is nothing better. 

In the Gospels, God’s Spirit is 
described as descending like a dove 
upon Jesus at his baptism and the 
mixture of mystery, purity and also 
great homeliness in this image 
has become the commonplace of 
Christian iconography.



The Spirit is the Comforter who 
stirs our hearts.  In an echo of this 
association in Psalm 91.4  we are 
promised God’s protection; He will 
cover you with his pinions, and 
under his wings you will find refuge.

It is warming, regenerative, 
protective space but sometimes we 
resist, unaware of God’s presence, 
noting only the big things and not 
the smaller, scarcely perceptible 
instances of his care.

There lives the dearest freshness deep down things;
And though the last lights off the black West went

Oh, morning, at the brown brink eastward, springs--
Because the Holy Ghost over the bent

World broods with warm breast and with ah!
bright wings.

God’s Spirit longs to warm cold hearts. A single down feather can be 
eloquent.

In Luke (13.34) and Matthew (23.37),  
in his lament over Jerusalem, Jesus 
mourns; “How often have I desired 
to gather your children together as 
a hen gathers her brood under her 
wings, and you were not willing!”

Yet God is faithful.  GM Hopkins, 
poet of kestrel and kingfisher flight 
and finches wings, writes in his 
poem, “God’s Grandeur”:



Prayer is a conversation with God; 
sometimes a crying out, sometimes 
a silent waiting and listening, 
sometimes a chatting together or 
working things through. We can pray 
anywhere, at any time.

Jesus advises us in the Sermon on 
the Mount, not to focus on what other 
people think nor to repeat pious-
sounding empty phrases but to be 
honest before God. We may not feel 
very good at praying and frequently 
find ourselves distracted but God 
values the desire to pray every bit 
as much as our ability to do so.

The pattern of prayer he gives us 
in the Lord’s Prayer is a great way 
to pray, especially when we cannot 
find our own words, and it reminds 
us we are not alone: across the 

whole world and in every church 
community, people are praying Our 
Father.

Another way to pray is to start from 
some simple conversation phrases, 
one each for the thumb and fingers 
of one hand – you could ‘count’ 
through them as you pray. Use your 
own words for each section or if 
you prefer, you could use some of 
the Psalms, traditional prayers and 
other resources available.

Hello

Take some time to pause, - breathe 
more slowly and deeply and become 
aware of God. Acknowledge his 
presence with you, in creation, in the 
situations around you and with the 
people on your mind.

Prayers for use at home or in Church - Rev Jane Chaffey

Traditional

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass 
against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Contemporary

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against 
us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen



Thank you

Take time to remember good things 
about the day. You could also focus 
more specifically on an aspect 
of creation or God’s love shown 
through Jesus’s death on the cross 
for us – sometimes it can help to 
have a visual reminder of these 
things if it is hard to gather thoughts.

Sorry

Allow the Holy Spirit to help you 
call to mind anything for which you 
need to say sorry, the things which 
have caused negative, life-sapping 
feelings today or those things of 
which you need to let go.

Please - for others

Bring God your concerns for others 
– allow God to bring people to mind, 
both people you know and public 
figures.

You could pray for wisdom for our 
government and church leaders, 
for health and care workers, those 

working in education, the emergency 
services and armed forces, business 
people and those who are especially 
vulnerable at this time.

Please - for me

Bring God your personal feelings 
and concerns and ask him to help 
you become more aware of his love 
and to lead you onwards, upwards 
and outwards.

Sometimes set prayers can be 
helpful when words are hard to find; 
there are some below.

A ‘Hello’ prayer

O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us 
rejoice in the rock of our salvation.

Let us come into his presence with 
thanksgiving and be glad in him with 
psalms.

For the Lord is a great God and a 
great king above all gods.



Come, let us worship and bow down 
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For he is our God; we are the people 
of his pasture and the sheep of his 
hand. (From Psalm 91)

Lord, help us be still and know that 
you are God; open our eyes to 
behold your presence, give us ears 
to hear you speaking, a heart to love 
and trust you and hands to do your 
will.

Thank you

Lord you are our light and our 
salvation. Before heaven and earth 
were made, you reigned: Lord of all 
things.

You are the creator and saviour of 
the world. our refuge and strength, 
an ever-present help in trouble.

You sent your son Jesus to bring us 
back to you through his death on the 
cross and glorious resurrection; you 
have given us your Holy Spirit that 
we might live.

Therefore we will not fear.

Your compassion does not fail; your 
mercies are new every day; your 
holy Word lightens our way:

Great is your faithfulness.

Thank you Lord! Amen.

Sorry

Lord, you have searched me and 
known me. You search out my 
path and my lying down, and are 
acquainted with all my ways.

See if there is any offensive way 
in me, and lead me in the way 
everlasting. (From Psalm 139)

Hear my prayer, O Lord; give ear 
to my requests in your faithfulness; 
answer me in your righteousness.

Do not enter into judgement with 
your servant, for no one living is 
righteous before you. (From Psalm 
143)



Most merciful God, Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, we confess that 
we have sinned in thought, word 
and deed.

We have not loved you with our 
whole heart. We have not loved our 
neighbours as ourselves.

In your mercy forgive what we have 
been, help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; that we 
may do justly, love mercy, and walk 
humbly with you, our God.

Amen.

Please for others

Father, we pray for those across 
the world who live in great need: 
refugees and those in war zones; 
those afflicted by famine and 
poverty; the enslaved and those 
trapped by debt, abuse and fear; 
those struggling with ill-health and 
loss. Young and old, leaders and 
those without power need your 
help Lord: inspire us with greater 
compassion and equip us to bring 
about the changes we wish to see, 
that your kingdom may come on 
earth.

A prayer for all those affected by 
coronavirus

Loving God, we pray for all those 
who are suffering because of the 
coronavirus; may they know your 
healing power.

When we are afraid for ourselves 
and our loved ones, give us your 
strength and courage.

When we feel alone and isolated, 
reassure us with a sense of your 
presence.

Give wisdom to those in authority 
and may our community work 
together for the good of all.

We give thanks for those who care 
for others and ask you to bless them 
in all they do.

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
healer and physician.

Amen (With thanks to the Diocese of 
Bath and Wells for this prayer.)

Please for ourselves

Lord we bring you all our thoughts 
and feelings, our questions, our 
hopes and our fears: Please show 
us the way we should go.

Help us to trust you and follow you 
in the power of the Holy Spirit and 
in the renewal of our lives, may we 
bring glory to you and your love to 
others. In the name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord.

Blessed be God, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Steve Butler
Executive Headteacher

A rather unique first term for the 
federation this year. January started 
with a variety of wow days and fun 
engaging activities planned for the 
children across both schools.

Mrs Healy and Mrs Field will go into 
more detail on these, but highlights 
included the trips to the River and 
Rowing Museum and Windsor Castle 
at Little Marlow, and to the London 
Aquarium, a visit from the reptile 
man and the week’s residential 
to Heatree House at Holy Trinity. 
What wonderful and memorable 
experiences for the children to really 
engage with their learning.
 
Obviously as the term has 
progressed, what started as 
something that needn’t bother us 
over in China, crept closer and 
closer. At school teachers started 
to encourage children to ensure 
they were regularly and thoroughly 

washing their hands. As the 
Coronavirus became more real, we 
started discussing the need to ‘catch 
it, bin it, kill it’ when coughing or 
sneezing and the need for children 
and adults to socially distance 
from each other, while at the same 
time ensuring we were not unduly 
unsettling the children and trying to 
keep them as calm as possible.
 
Now all schools are remaining open 
only for the children of our key 
worker parents. Children have all 
had learning packs posted on our 
website each week that they may 
complete at home while teachers 
and teaching assistants have been 
in school each day on a rota.
 
Incredibly challenging and anxious 
times for everyone, but it’s been 
humbling and heartening to see 
across our federation families 
pull together. All our thoughts and 
prayers are with everyone at this 
time.
 

Community News from Marlow’s Church of England Schools

  The Federation of Holy Trinity and Little Marlow Church of 
  England Schools



Julie Field
Head of School, Holy Trinity

We had an incredibly busy Spring 
Term with an amazing reading week, 
Songs of Praise and WOW days to 
name but a few. Unfortunately, due 
to the national situation we have now 
had to close and the vast majority of 
our pupils are working at home with 
only a small number of key worker 
children attending and a skeleton 
staff in place. Hopefully this will soon 
be over and the school will be fi lled 
once again with the sounds of happy 
children having fun and learning.

There was an incredible amount of 
excitement for our Year 3s at the 
start of the term when they had 
their Reptile Wow Day. Crocodile 
Encounters  brought a selection 
of reptiles for the children to hold, 
stroke and learn all about. These 

included; a bearded dragon, corn 
snake and a tortoise. The most 
excitement came from an enormous 
python who was draped over the 
laps of eight children at a time.

This was followed after half term with 
going back in time to the Ancient 
Greeks with Sir Teachalot! Whilst 
confused when he started talking in 
Ancient Greek, he soon swapped 
back to English and the children 
began to learn all about slaves, 
schools, democracy and weddings. 
In the afternoon all the children 
were armed (a scary moment!) with 
‘spears’ and shields and learnt how 
the Ancient Greeks marched to and 
then fought in their battles.

Year 4 jumped into the Spring 
Term with a splash with the topic 
‘Blue Abyss’! They learnt about the 
sparkling seas, the outstanding 



oceans and all the amazing 
animals that live within them. The 
children had an amazing trip to the 
London Aquarium where they had a 
workshop from a climate expert all 
about pollution and climate change.  
They watched sharks being fed; 
stroked starfish; met penguins, 
turtles, jellyfish and a huge variety of 
different fish species; read all about 
the animals of the aquarium and 
even had lunch by the rock pools.  

The whole of Year 4 were eager to 
learn more about how to save our 
planet, our ocean and our animals.   
Their topic culminated in an art 
display of their amazing creations.

There was no business like show 
business for the Year 4s after half 
term! The children fully immersed 
themselves into their musical topic 
and all had a fabulous time! Miss 

Allen was in her element, Mrs Tiala 
showed off her musical talent and Mr 
Smiley perfected his ‘Dad Dancing’ 
for the topic.

Unfortunately due to Covid-19 
they were unable to have their 
Mary Poppins workshops but their 
teachers came to the rescue with 
dance classes, African drumming 
sessions and music video recording.  

Year 5 returned in the new year to 
two Alchemy Island ‘Wow Days’. 
They all looked fantastic dressed 
up as scientists, alchemists, 
chemists, wizards and witches 
as they found their way through 
a portal to Alchemy Island, where 
they would be spending the next 
five weeks. They investigated the 
different properties of the materials 
from locations around the island, 
such as the Iron Lake, the Crystal 
Hedge Forest, Rainbow Dunes and 
Fogwind Swamp.

The children also created their 
own potions and learnt about the 
terrain of the island using map skills. 
During their time in this mystical 
and magical place, the children 
proved themselves as scientists and 
explorers, by undertaking scientific, 
geographical and musical challenges 
set by the Chief Alchemist. If they 
were successful at each task, he 
gave them grid references so they 
could reach their next destination on 
the island and eventually find their 
way home.



This half-term Year 5 had a fabulous 
week at Heatree House again. The 
weather was mixed with some blue 
sky at times but blustery winds, rain 
and even hail and snow at others! 
Highlights of the week again were 
the walk over the moors, shelter 
building, Tamakale Island and the 
Talent Show!

Our huge thanks again go to all 
the staff who gave up their time to 
accompany the children. These 
wonderful memory making learning 
experiences would not be possible 
without the dedication of staff.

Year 6’s first spring topic - Darwin’s 
Delights - well and truly took off 
with a workshop given by Ian from 
Science Oxford.

The children took part in a number 
of activities to help them understand 
the discoveries made by Charles 
Darwin when he observed how 
finches had adapted to ensure their 
survival on the Galapagos Islands. 
This topic allowed the children to 
explore the amazing Galapagos 
Islands and its inhabitants. The 
children examined the route Darwin 
took on-board the HMS Beagle to 
reach this stunning archipelago.
The children returned this half term 
ready to face the challenges their 
World War Two topic ‘A Child’s War’.

They had a fantastic first day back 
with Sir Teachalot bringing history 
alive. He shared his vast knowledge 
of this period and the many artefacts 
that accompany this informative day 
helped make it real for the children.

They had the opportunity to share 
the superb book  ‘Goodnight, Mister 
Tom’ which helped the children fully 
comprehend what life could have 
been like as an evacuee during the 
war. They also had the opportunity 
to bake some wartime favourites, 
including carrot cookies and potato 
scones.

At this uncertain time all the staff 
at Holy Trinity would like to thank 
everyone in our community for their 
ongoing support.

Take care.



Katie Healy
Head of School

Little Marlow recently had some 
exciting WOW days to begin their 
new topics for the term.

Oak class turned into a restaurant 
for the day with children coming in 
dressed as waiters and chefs.

They prepared and tasted a range of 
healthy foods and even had time to 
hone their chopping skills and table 
etiquette.

The children also spent the day 
playing shops and restaurants in 
our role play corners, where they 
practised writing menus and receipts 
as well as dealing with change.

Aspen class had a lovely day 
during their trip to Woolley Firs 

Environmental Centre. The children 
explored the fields, hunting for 
minibeasts and learning about bug 
hotels and they also went pond 
dipping to discover the range of 
animals found in there.

The day spent in the outdoors really 
sparked the children’s curiosity 
about the world around them and 
consideration of creatures big and 
small.

Elder class had a great day at 
Henley River and Rowing museum. 
The children learnt about the history 
of boats and their different uses and 
walked along a boat trail to look at 
some along the river.

This was a fantastic start to their 
exploration of travel along the river 
and how it has developed and 
changed along the years.

  Little Marlow Church of England School



Sharon Reynolds
Headteacher

Reception

The Reception classes at Marlow 
Infants enjoyed a visit from Explorer 
Dome to inspire their learning in 
January.  This involved a story-telling 
introduction to the moon, stars and 
the beauty of the night time sky.

Following the visit, the children 
learned all about the space 
exploration of different astronauts 
over the years. They experimented 
with different art mediums and 
techniques to create many pieces of 
‘space’ art.

‘Whatever Next’ by Jill Murphy was 
used as a focus for literacy learning. 
The children learned to tell the 
story and then innovated their own 
stories involving new and inventive 
characters.

After the half term break the children 
returned to school to explore the 
topic ‘Once Upon a Time’.

They quickly become immersed in 
different traditional tales including 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears and 
Little Red Riding Hood.

The children loved going on their own 
Goldilocks adventure in the outside 
learning environment where they 
found some abandoned porridge in 
‘The Canopy’, the outdoor learning 
shelter.  When they tasted it, most of 
the children found it was ‘just right’!

Year 1

Year 1 children have been learning 
all about the traditional tales and 
focusing particularly on The Three 
Billy Goats Gruff. They acted out the 
story, compared it to other traditional 
tales, sequenced the main events 
and wrote the story. 

Once they had a good understanding 
of the key features of a traditional 
tale, the children were able to use this 
knowledge to compare traditional 
tales they had learned about with 
those tales from the island of Java 
in Indonesia.

The children learned the story of 
Mangoes and Bananas where 
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the cheeky monkey eats all of the 
bananas instead of sharing with his 
friend the mouse deer. They wrote 
their own version of the story using 
different characters.

They loved learning about this 
story as the country is so different 
from where we live and how the 
mouse deer outsmarted the naughty 
monkey in the end!

While learning the story of Mangoes 
and Bananas, the children also 
learned about Java and the animals 
and fruits that live and grow there.
. 
Fridays are particularly special days 
in Year 1 – they are known as Forest 
Fridays where the children complete 
activities in our wonderful outdoor 
environment.

We are lucky to have the canopy 
and the cocoon when the winter 
weather hit but the children still 
enjoyed learning outdoors whatever 
the weather!

The children enjoyed bird watching 
for Bird Week, painting arrays 
outdoors, partitioning numbers using 
twigs and stones and then showing 
their learning by drawing with chalk 
on the playground.

The children have thoroughly 
enjoyed the experience of learning 
outdoors and are looking forward to 
continuing this in future lessons.

Year 2

It has been a busy half term in 
Year 2. Some of the children were 
excitedly preparing for their Energize 
performance at the Wycombe Swan. 
They had a fantastic dance routine 
and beautiful costumes.

The children in school were treated 
to a preview of their mesmerizing 
performance.



During Book Week, the children 
thoroughly enjoyed dressing up 
as their favourite book characters. 
There were so many to choose from: 
from Hermiones to Willy Wonkas!

One of the stories they read during 
the week was a story called ‘Have 
you filled a bucket today?’ by Carol 
McCloud in which they learned 
about the value of kindness and 
filling each other’s buckets by being 
kind to one another.

The Year 2 topic for this half term 
has been the Great Fire of London. 
The children designed their own 
dioramas of the bakery and have 
designed miniature pieces of 
furniture using card and clay.

A visit from a drama company who 
taught the children all about how the 
fire started and what the people did 
to stop it was a real highlight of the 
topic.

Samuel Pepys’s diary was used to 
help the children understand what 
life was like in Stuart times. The 
children had the chance to dress up 
as different characters and re-enact 

scenes from the diary.

There was also a demonstration of 
how easy flour can be set alight in 
the air and the children particularly 
enjoyed ‘blowing up’ houses to stop 
the fire.

‘Our Diverse Planet’

During Science week this year (9-13 
March) children at Marlow Infants 
learned all about ‘Our diverse planet’ 
through workshops and lessons. 
Each year group learned about a 
different aspect of our diverse planet 
and shared their learning at the end 
of the week.

In the Reception classes, children 
learned all about diverse animals 
and how they can camouflage 
themselves in their surroundings.

They went on a nature walk to 
see if they could find camouflaged 
creatures in the Wild World in the 
school grounds. 

Children in Year 1 learned how 
diverse the people are on the planet 
and made portraits of each other 
looking at their differences.

They also had a visit from a doctor 
who taught them all about the inside 
of our bodies. 

The focus for the Year 2 children was 
diverse plants from across the world 



and they also took their learning 
outside where they made rainbows 
of natural things that they found. 

All the children gained so much 
from the week and their enthusiasm 
for science at the end was 
overwhelming.

The Bright Future Academy, 
Kenya

Marlow C of E Infant School is linked 
with a school in Kenya called the 
Bright Future Academy, through the 
Diocese of Oxford and the charity 
Amani UK.

Establishing the link has been a real 
focus this year and the children at 
Marlow Infants have been writing 
letters and sending drawings to the 

children at Bright Future Academy. 
They were also very excited to 
receive several letters back from 
Kenya too.

Pauline Prince from Amani UK 
also visited the school to share her 
experience of working with schools 
in Kenya. She was able to spend 
time with children, showing her 
photos and talking to them about her 
visits to Kenya.

We are here
for you

If you need to talk to someone. If you need help.
Your church is here for you.

 Phone:  07492 562366
 Email:   peace@4u-team.org

 For more information,
 please visit: www.4u-team.org



Find out all that’s going on at
All Saints Marlow by visiting:
www.4u-team.org/digital church

Church is not closing,
it’s just changing.


