
Welcome to the first ASM Eco Church News!                                                    February 2021 
 
Like many organisations, companies and individuals, our attention this year 
will be turning increasingly towards the environmental crisis faced by our 
beautiful planet earth. As you will hopefully have seen in the ASM news 
email sent on 2nd January, as a church we have recognised the climate 
emergency facing the planet and have started to re-energise our efforts as 
an Eco Church; we have already achieved the Eco Church Bronze Award and 
are now aiming to gain the Silver-level Award, and then ultimately the Gold. 
 

In a sermon series later in the year, we will be focussing on caring for creation as part of our mission 
as a church, but in the meantime, as we approach the season of Lent, we would like to encourage you 
to consider a few options to start, or continue, your personal journey into care for creation: 

 
Read: “Saying Yes to Life”, written by Tearfund’s advocacy director, Ruth Valerio, was 
chosen as the Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lent Book in 2020. It takes a journey through 
the creation story and how it relates to issues that are having an impact on millions of 
lives around the world. For details see https://spckpublishing.co.uk/saying-yes-to-life  

 
Discuss: It’s not too late to join a Churches Together in Marlow 
(CTM) Lent small group this year following the 2021 York 
Course called “Caring for Creation”. Sign-up for the 5-session 
course starting at the beginning of Lent via 
https://marlowanglican.churchsuite.co.uk/groups/khc26vnh 
or email Tony Threlfall via tony.threlfall@outlook.com 

 
 

Daily Devotion: “40 days with God’s Creatures” is a new Lent journey focussing on nature, and animals in 
particular, which is available as an App at https://sarx.org.uk/latest-news/40daysguide/ 
 

 
Challenge: All Saints Marlow has signed up as part of the new ‘Creation Care’ scheme, 
which aims to encourage households to understand their current situation from an 
environmental perspective; and then gives ideas of how to make changes to care for 
God’s earth. You can complete the questionnaire and get ideas for next steps at 
https://creationcare.org.uk/ Maybe you could set yourselves a family challenge for Lent!  
 

 

Watch: Bishop Olivia (the Bishop of Reading) has 
produced four short films about the environment and how 
we understand our relationship to the created world. Each 
film introduces an idea related to our faith and offers 
some questions to ponder. Find the four films, together 
with questions to ponder, at 
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/mission-
ministry/making-a-difference/environment/  
 
If this is an area you would like to engage in more deeply, 
please contact us to find out how you can get involved.  
 

The Diocese of Oxford have an excellent webpage and 
environmental newsletter; you can follow the Twitter feed 
@earthingfaith or view/subscribe to the newsletter at 
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/mission-ministry/making-a-difference/environment/          Thanks for reading!  

As part of our efforts, we will be 
bringing you this periodical 
update with news, progress, and 
ideas of how to get involved in 
our Eco Church plans, as well as 
ways for you to engage 
personally and make a difference. 

Pray: 
 

Blessed are you, Lord God! 
The whole of creation sings your praise 
And proclaims your glory. 
As we study your word and your works 
Help us to draw closer to you 
That we may love you and your world more deeply, 
Turn from the things we do that are harmful, 
And discern how you are calling us  
To do justice, love mercy and walk humbly with you 
For your glory and the good of all creation. 

Amen. 

https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/
https://spckpublishing.co.uk/saying-yes-to-life
https://marlowanglican.churchsuite.co.uk/groups/khc26vnh
https://sarx.org.uk/latest-news/40daysguide/
https://creationcare.org.uk/
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/mission-ministry/making-a-difference/environment/
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/mission-ministry/making-a-difference/environment/
mailto:paul.taylor@4u-team.org?subject=Eco%20Church
https://twitter.com/earthingfaith
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/mission-ministry/making-a-difference/environment/
https://4u-team.org/ecochurch/
https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/

