Sunday 18th July – 9.15am Service

Order of Service
Please join in with the words in bold

The Lord be with you
And also with you.

Lord of all life, our wills ignite,
Renew our faith, our hopes restore;
Come, let your Spirit’s radiant light
Inspire and guide us evermore.
(Text: A J Meats / Music: Breslau)

Prayer of Preparation

Confession

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are
open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that
we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sins in penitence and
faith, firmly resolved to keep God’s
commandments and to live in love and
peace with all.

Welcome

Opening Hymn
Lord of each age, we name you King,
God of all time and space to raise;
You, whose rich blessings now we sing,
Fill heart and voice as one to praise.
Lord of our lives, whose griefs you
share,
We seek your aid in danger’s hour;
Our greatest longings, needs and cares
We now entrust to your vast power.
Lord of the world, we crave your reign
To come in justice, truth and peace;
May lands unite your love to claim
From shameful strife then be released.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you and
against our neighbour in thought and
word and deed, through negligence,
through weakness, through our own
deliberate fault. We are truly sorry
and repent of all our sins. For the sake
of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for
us, forgive us all that is past and grant
that we may serve you in newness of
life to the glory of your name.
Amen.
May the God of love and power forgive
you and free you from your sins, heal
and strengthen you by his Spirit, and
raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Collect

Bible Reading Acts 9: 1-19
The Conversion of Saul
1

Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats
and murder against the disciples of the
Lord, went to the high priest 2and asked
him for letters to the synagogues at
Damascus, so that if he found any who
belonged to the Way, men or women, he
might bring them bound to Jerusalem.
3
Now as he was going along and
approaching Damascus, suddenly a light
from heaven flashed around him. 4He fell
to the ground and heard a voice saying to
him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute
me?” 5He asked, “Who are you, Lord?”
The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you
are persecuting. 6But get up and enter the
city, and you will be told what you are to
do.” 7 The men who were traveling with
him stood speechless because they heard
the voice but saw no one. 8Saul got up
from the ground, and though his eyes
were open, he could see nothing; so they
led him by the hand and brought him into
Damascus. 9For three days he was without
sight, and neither ate nor drank.10Now
there was a disciple in Damascus named
Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision,
“Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am,
Lord.” 11The Lord said to him, “Get up and
go to the street called Straight, and at the
house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus
named Saul. At this moment he is praying,
12
and he has seen in a vision a man named
Ananias come in and lay his hands on him
so that he might regain his sight.” 13But
Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard
from many about this man, how much evil

he has done to your saints in Jerusalem;
14
and here he has authority from the chief
priests to bind all who invoke your name.”
15
But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is
an instrument whom I have chosen to
bring my name before Gentiles and kings
and before the people of Israel; 16I myself
will show him how much he must suffer
for the sake of my name.” 17So Ananias
went and entered the house. He laid his
hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the
Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your
way here, has sent me so that you may
regain your sight and be filled with the
Holy Spirit.” 18And immediately something
like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight
was restored. Then he got up and was
baptised, 19and after taking some food, he
regained his strength.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Sermon
The Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the
Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven,

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and
the Virgin Mary and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and
was buried. On the third day he rose
again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the
Father and the Son is worshipped and
glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge
one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins. We look for the resurrection of
the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen.
Intercessions
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Merciful Father, accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son, our Saviour
Jesus Christ. Amen.
The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with
you.
And also with you.

Communion
The Lord is here.
His Spirit is with us.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
Father, we give you thanks and
praise…for ever praising you and
saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power
and might, heaven and earth are full
of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.
Let us pray with confidence as our
Saviour has taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever.
Amen.

We break this bread to share in the
body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one
body, because we all share in one
bread.
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world. Blessed are
those who are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,
but only say the word, and I shall be
healed.
Anthem
Laudate Dominum omnes gentes
(‘Praise the Lord, all you lands’) –
Mozart
Post Communion Prayer
Almighty God, we thank you for
feeding us with the body and blood of
your Son Jesus Christ. Through him we
offer you our souls and bodies to be a
living sacrifice. Send us out in the
power of your Spirit to live and work
to your praise and glory. Amen.
Closing Hymn HON 147
From glory to glory advancing, we
praise thee, O Lord;
thy name with the Father and Spirit be
ever adored,
From strength unto strength we go
forward on Sion’s highway,
to appear before God in the city of
infinite day.

Thanksgiving and glory and worship
and blessing and love,
one heart and one song have the saints
upon earth and above,
Evermore, O Lord, to thy servants thy
presence be nigh;
ever fit us by service on earth for thy
service on high.
(Text: trans. Charles W
Humphreys/Music: Gustav Holst)
Notices
The Blessing
The peace of God, which passes all
understanding, keep your hearts and
minds in the knowledge and love of
God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our
Lord; the blessing of God Almighty, the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be
among you and remain with you
always. Amen.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen
Voluntary:
Alleluyas – Simon Preston (6’)
Thank you for joining in with our
service this week.
With thanks to our Cantor today,
Leonie Cormack-Cook.

for pastoral care: please email
sarah.jones@4u-team.org
or call 07931 162 488.

