
 

From the Architect…. 

The proposed new building creates a purpose-built facility to serve the needs of the church and 
local community. It makes more eƯicient use of the site, both with the space the building 
occupies and the way in which the front garden area is put to good use as amenity space and 
informal car parking. 

The building is expressed as a modest structure with an attractive appearance and plenty of glass 
to create a modern and more suitable resource for the church in its worship and mission to the 
community of Marlow Bottom. 

The floor plan is arranged simply and all on one level with the main spaces readily accessed from 
a central entrance foyer to provide maximum flexibility and for visitors to easily navigate. The main 
entrance is relocated onto Kingsley Road for much easier, level access with a gentle incline from 
the parking area with no steps. 

 

Landscape proposals 

The existing driveway is retained and continues to provide vehicular access to a larger parking 
area. The underused lawn at the front of the church retains the garden appearance but with 
discreet reinforcement to make it suitable for parking. Once parked, passengers can access the 
entrance by pathway alongside the building on the Kingsley Road side. 

The main entrance is midway along the building on Kingsley Road. This means that the entrance 
threshold is level with the pavement and the current floor level can stay the same. It also means 
that pedestrians no longer have to mix with cars coming up the driveway, making access safer 
and more convenient for all. 

The new church building is single storey, with a pitched roof that sits comfortably amongst 
neighbouring houses in style and shape and isn’t dissimilar to the form of the existing church 
building. The two road-facing elevations are designed to be friendly and welcoming; a good 
balance of glazing allows views in and out of the building with blinds for privacy and light control 
when needed. Though the form of the architecture fits the street scene, it is also appropriate and 
important that the building is identifiable as a church building, one that speaks of relevance, 
welcome and appeal in its understated, contemporary design. 

A terrace creates a small secure outdoor area accessed from the meeting rooms. 

  



Building proposals 

 

 

The plan shown illustrates the layout of the proposed building. The main entrance at the side of 
the building is accessed either from Kingsley Road or from the informal parking to the front of the 
site. The entrance doors are beneath a pitched roof forming a porch that clearly identifies the way 
in and with a good amount of glass to dispel mystery and to invite visitors inside. 

Once inside, the new foyer is bright and welcoming; it’s full height, pitched ceiling has rooflights 
to bring plenty of daylight in. Straight ahead, a servery provides the opportunity for serving food 
and drink into the foyer from the kitchen. To the right of the entrance doors is a welcome area with 
space to display notices and cupboards to hide away books, leaflets and other items.  

Next to the welcome cabinet, a partition can fold away to allow the large worship hall to open up 
into the foyer or can have opening doors to retain a sense of enclosure between the two spaces. 
The partition can be glazed for visual connection between the rooms. The kitchen also has a 
servery counter into the back of the worship hall. 

The foyer is a good-sized useable space for meeting and greeting, for hospitality and important 
for linking all of the rest of the rooms. As well as opening up to the main worship hall, a similar, 
smaller folding partition links it with the meeting room overlooking the carpark area. OƯ to the left 
towards a smaller lounge / meeting room itself linked too to the meeting room adjacent by double 
doors and both meeting rooms opening up onto the outdoor terrace. The larger of the two meeting 
rooms has a full height sliding folding partition which allows the space to be used as a larger 
space or subdivided into two similarly proportioned, smaller meeting room spaces. 

An oƯice / consulting room and toilets are also accessed immediately from the foyer.  

The worship hall comfortably seats 100 people with scope for occasional overflow seating with 
the partition open into the foyer. 

At the far end of the worship hall, the opposite end of the building from the carpark, a raised 
platform marks the focal point of the space. Like the foyer, the space is full height with a pitched 



ceiling. Windows look out onto Kingsley Road and rooflights either side of the ridge of the pitched 
roof bring plenty of daylight into the space making it light, bright and airy. 

Either side of the platform, doors lead to a small prayer room and storeroom respectively. A 
narrow stair from the storeroom leads up to further storage on a mezzanine floor above. On the 
ground floor, the modest space behind the platform is also enough to provide a small outdoor 
store for garden tools and a plant room for heating and electrical installations to service the whole 
building. 

Alongside the worship hall, store cupboards line the wall opposite Kingsley Road, providing space 
to store chairs, furniture and equipment and providing an acoustic buƯer to the house 
immediately next door. 

 

The look of the building 

It isn’t uncommon for church buildings to have a bold or dominating presence in a town or village 
setting. In this case, it seems fitting for the church to retain its modest and understated 
appearance, nestling in amongst its residential neighbours but in such a way that its presence is 
made known through sensitive and judicious use of glass, composed in a pleasing way, making it 
attractive, welcoming and setting it apart from the residential properties on either side. 

 

 

 

 


